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Advertiſement. 


Hereas, the Reverend Incumbent of St. 
Mary-le-Bow, (whom I honour for his 


| Worth) has defir'd an Advertiſement to be' pu- 


bliſh'd: (This Sermon was preach'd to the great 


Offence of the Miniſter of the Pariſh, and ſome 
of the Hearers, and is now publiſh'd contrary to 


their Judgment, and Friendly Admonition.) I alſo 


deſire the ſaid Incumbent to prove any Falſhood 


either in Doctrine or * act, and I ſhall readily 


retract it. 
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ITTLE did I think this Day Fortnight, 
ever to have crept out of my quiet beloved 
4 Obſcurity, to appear in Print, havin 
eſpecially no Dignity, not ſo much as M. 
A. to adorn a Titdo-page, much leſs to. become the 
Town-Talk ; of which, as a great Unhappineſs, 
J ever had both a Dread and Abhorrence : But I 
hop'd to have ſtole a Paſſage through the World, ' 
as I have hitherto done, to uſe the Words of our 


admirable Mr. Norris, whom I love to think and 
ſpeak after 7 | | 


Like Subterraneous Streams, unheard , unknown, 


But Providence has now call d me, and 1 muſt 
not repine, to ſuch a Service as has broke all 
thoſe . and made me be taken up in the 
Lips of Talkers, (and as Jome would have it, 
though I hope moſt unjuſtly) an Infamy of the 
People, Ezek. xxxvi. 3. Þ quickly foreſaw, that 
this Uudertaking would coſt me dear; that it 
would reduce me to this uncomfortable Dilemma, 
'_ t#his hard Choice, Either to be unfaithful to God, 
* or diſtaſteful to Man: And what ſhould I do? 
Decline it J could not, and prevaricate in it {| 

© 'S®S ; durſt 


tere 

durſt not; left, as God threatens, Jeremiah i, 
17: I confound thee before them. For, how 
could I fincerely promote the great Work of Refor- 


mation then before me, and point out, and remove, 


which was my profeſs'd Deſign, the Obſtacles that 


ly in the Way, and yet baulk the three laſt Objec- 


tions, (under which all the harſh grating-Part 


comes in) when I know in my Conſcience, and all 


the World knows, that thoſe are by far the great- 
eft Remora's to our Progreſs, and have done us © 


more "ry Cong all the reſt together ? Though, 
at the ſame Time, they could not be touch'd upon, 
without giving, as I knew they would, and find 
they have, great Offence: But if I yet pleaſed 
Men, I ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt, 777 
plain, I could have no Motive but Duty to God, 
and Diſcharge of my Conſcience, to put me upon 
that "which muſt needs procure me many and pow- 
erful Enemies, and involve me in numberleſs 
Troubles; but the beſt on't is, I have nothing in 
the World worth either loſing or keeping ; and 
my Life, in the Caufe of God and Truth, I rec- 
ton better loſt than kept. 
It has been a long while to me Matter of deep 
Concern, and unfeigned Sorrow, to obſerve the 
facred Name of the Church /o vilely abus'd by 
deſigning or debauch'd Men: By the finſt, to 
kindle and foment Diviſions and Fealouſies between 
Proteſtants of the ſame Faith and Country, at 
this Critical Juncture; when there is the moſt e- 
vident Nee of the fricteſt Union againſt an 


£ nemy, W 


pera, and whoſe main Hope of Succeſs is to weaken 
#s by home-bred Feuds, and ſo reduce us. On the 
other 


hoſe known Maxim is, divide & im- 


eres s 658 


CU Ges ae ine ole a ell. 


other Hand, by debauched Men, to oppoſe all At- 
tempts for Reformation of Manners, to render all 
Godlineſs, and conſcientious Walking, odious and. 
contemptible, under the Name of Phanataciſm, an 
| zo flreen their Vices and Malignity with the Veil 
of the Sanctuary, and give too much Occaſion for 
that unhappy Proverb, The nearer the Church, 
the further from God. Now, I dur/t not flip ſo 
fair an Occaſion, as Providence had laid in my > 1 
Way, to detect their pernicious Practices, and ſet © _ 
Things in a true Light. | ..Y 
The only Cauſe of Diſquiet I have, is that vane _ * =_ 
and groundleſs Suggeſtion, (which yet paſſes with * 
many) ſo natural is that Fear of Man which bring» 
eth a Snare, that this may prove prejudicial to the 
werthy Perſons engaged in the Societies: Tho? how 
that ſhould be, I cannot imagine, after the publick 
Declaration I made, that they were (except a very 
few) Strangers to my Perſon, and all to my Deſign ; 
which indeed no Mortal was privy to, nor ever 
ſaw or heard one Syllable before-hand of what I 
then delivered. Naw, this Jealouſy muſt ſuppoſe 
the Height of Tyranny and Unjuſtice in Perſons of 
Power and Authority (beyond what I ever heard 
of in France) to viſit the Faults of the Preacher | | 
_ the innocent Hearers, and refuſe to do their =— 
Ace, or do it leſs faithfully, becauſe I have of —_—— 
Fended them. | | i 
However, to clear them from all Manner of Su- 
ſpicion, leaſt the Guilt of Truth ſhould ly at their 
Doors; Pl do them this further Fuſtice, to let 
' the World know all that paſt before or ſince. On 


Saturday very late, the 18th Inſtant, three Gen- 
tlemen (of whom I knew twe by Sight, the third | | 
EE us _ 
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 quas a perfect Stranger) came to my Houſe, and 
. defired me to preach the Reformation-Sermon on 


* 


the 27th. I ſuſpected then (what they have ſince 


told me) That they had fail d elſewhere : It ſeems, 

one whom they depended on was gone out of Town 3. 
and they tried others in vain; at laſt ( wonder 
how it came into their Heads) they pitch d upon 


me. I objefted the Shortneſs of the Warning, 
(having much daily Interruption upon the Account 
of my Charge, it being my Turm here for attend= 


ing): But chiefly, what I thonght would haue 


brought me off ; that I am not only obſcure, and 
fo unfit for ſuch a Work (which had been honour- 


ed by the higheft of our Function) but alſo obnoxi- 


ous, and not well thought of, by ſome in great 
Authority, whom it was their Intereſt to oblige. 
With all this, I deſired them to acquaint their 
Principals, and try to get a fitter Perſon; if not, 
to let me have Notice on Monday; and when I had 
conſidered on it, and deſired the Direction of the 
only wiſe GOD, rather than they ſhould be with 
out a Sermon, I would undertake it. I did ac- 
cordingly, (upon their, repeated Defire, Monday 
the 20th) ; and it feems, have pull'd an old Houſe 
upon my Head, Thoſe, who employ'd me, have 


been by far my ſevereſt Cenſurers; they have ever 


face worried me without Mercy, loaded me with 
Reproaches, tired me out with Cavils and Contra- 
dictions, and not given me one quiet Day. I ſup- 
poſe, what they have ſince ſaid and done, could 
not be in the Name F all the Societies; for, I can 
hardly think, ſuch a Body of Men could be (One 
and All) ſo rude and unreaſonable. *Tis like, 
heir Sentiments (as well as others) may vary a- 
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Tout me; and ſome ſay, He is a good Man, 5 


thers; Nay, but P've heard none ſay, He deceia. 

vw the People; for what I have ſaid, is notori- 
| true; and, as to Fatt, 15 am 1 to malle 
Oath of every Syllable. 
But Truth, it is ſaid, is not to be ſpoken * 
all Times: But, I think this is the Time, Fes 
ver, to undeceive the Warld; when we ſeem als 
moſt upon the Brink of Ruin, "ant nothing, under 
GOD, but the timely opening of People's Eyes 
can prevent it : And the Pulpit ſure, as the moſs 
Proper Place, when GOD is cencern d, as he is 
in all this, I have done, when 1 have anſwered, 
theſe few Objections 3 n are all I can yet 

ear 0 | 

Ohe. 1. You have uſed 4 ftrange F. raden z 


| nd even extreme Boldneſs. 


Anſ. I confeſs the Charge aud Juſtify my f 
from that Prayer of the Aboſiles : ; whoſe ny ſal 


ſure we may ſafely Follow, Acts iv. 29. Grant 
unto thy Servants, that, with all Boldneſs t 
may ſpeak thy Word; and in diuers other Pla- . 
ces LA the Acts, to the fam ER, 
bject. 2. Yau bade made ſeveral barſh ke 
fletion upon 
Anſ. I charge non but the guilty thofpe that 
are innocent are no-wiſe concerned. But, if any 
conceive themſelves injur d, I reply with the Town 
Clerk; Acts xix. 38: The Law is open, and 
there are Deputies, let them be implead ; or take 
what other Method of Redreſs they plea I. 
Object. 3. Some ſay you are mad: And it ſeems 
they have the Authority of a great Perſon for it; 
and ſure, ne Man in his Senſes would K ” 
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ſpeak the Truth, ſo plainly, at this Time of Day. 
J anſwer, and, if they won't believe me, they 
may chuſe in the Wards of St. Paul, Acts xxvi. 
25. I am not mad,------- but ſpeak forth the 
Words of Truth and Soberneſs. 

Object. 4. You are not ſerious enough: I have 
enſwered this in the Sermon; I ſhall only add, 
Ridentem dicere verum, quid vetat? A Man may 
be merry, and yet in good Earneſt ; and all wha 
have been my Hearers, theſe twelve Years, will 


bear me Witneſs ; that I wever affected to ſeem 
odd and ſingular, ner to imitate them, Qui cap- 
tant Hominum riſum, Famamque dicacis, Hor. 
Qu. Is it faithfully publiſhed? Anſ. It is 
according to my Notes, with utmoſt Eæactneſv; 


there is a good Deal added, that was prepared, 
and I had not Time to deliver: But nothing left 


out, except two or three ſhort_ Paſſages, which 


never were in ny Notes. And nothing material 
alter d, but two or three Wards, at the Printer's 


| Deſire. 2 


Any one, that pleaſes, may come to me, and pe- 
ruſe my Notes for fuller Satisfaction. I conclude, 
the Preamble with this hearty Prayer : That this 
ſmall Treatiſe may, by the Bleſſing of GOD, 
| _ effeftual, Acts xxvi. 18. To open Mens 


Ce 
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yes, and to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, 
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But 8 ſhall. return unto Righteouſ) fee, 
and all the Wu in Heart ſball ales it. 


Should think miyſelr a very ill Husband of 


my Time, (one Minute whereof I grudge 


to be diverted from the main Buſineſs of this 


Day) ſhould I employ it in calling a Con- 
ſult, a 6; more in railing the whole Poſſe of 
Criticks, Scholiaſts, various Readings and Ver- 
ſions, that Clouds Beer which often ſerve 


to darken the t; tho' to make the Citers 


Eearning and Rn clear, and ſtart a My- 
ſtery, or rather raiſe a Miſt where there was 
none before. At beſt, they are like Win- 


ter Nights, bright, perhaps, and wholſome, but 


very cold: Whereas we have warmer Work 
now before us, and I am very loath it ſhould 
cool in my Hands, 

. T ſhall. therefore content myſelf with this 
plain, eaſy and obvious Senſe, (which is gene- 
rally the beſt) and call in no other Help but ſome 
parallel Texts, (one Text of Scripture being the 
beſt Key to open the Meaning of another.) 


But 
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Plain Engliſh. | 
But Judgment ſball return unto Righteouſneſs, 
1. e. Juſtice ſhall begin once more to run in the 
right Channel, the former Obſtructions being 
happily removed; and, as tis expreſt, Amos v. 
24. Judgment run den as Waters, and Rigb- 
reouſneſs'as a mighty Serbam; and ſo like Tigris 
and Euphrates, form one ſtrong and beautiful 
Current, ( ** or Place of broad Rivers and 
«© Streams” } bear down all Dams, and force its 
Way through all Reſiſtance, . To the ſame Ef- 
fe& is that Expreſſion, Matth. xit. 20. Till he 
ſend forth Fudgment unto Victory, i. e. to tri- 
umph over Fraud and Leudneſs, Injuſtice and 
Oppreſſion. | | 
For it is not (we know) always thus: Solomon 
had ſecn, and fo have too ; and J wiſh it be not 
fo now, Eccleſ. iii. 16. The Place of Fudgment, | 
that Wickedneſs was there, and the Place of 
Righteouſneſs, that Iniguiiy was there; That 
4 is, the very Foundations of the Earth out of 
&* Courſe; but now they ſhould be eſtabliih'd 
% again upon their right Beſis. I conceive the 
fame Ihiug to be intended, Pſal. Ix. 4. Thau haſt 
given @ Hanner to them that fear thee, that it | 


Fo 


may be diſplayed becauſe of the Truth, i. e. God 
diſplays, as it were, his Royal Standard, and 
beats up for Volunteers, as in the Verſes after 
my Text, II bo will riſe up for me againſt the 
evil Doers? Sc, And becauſe a Taſte of Au- 
thority may perhaps be expected, Mr: /Yz/ley, in 
his Reformation Sermon upon this laſt Text, 
gives much the ſame Explication, to whom, as 
alſo for the Context, I refer you. | 


Well 


=O” Plain Englifh. = 3 
Well now, vpon ſuch a bleſſed Turn of Af- 
fairs, what enſues? All the upright in Heart ſhall 
follow it, i. e. Every ſincere, and honeſt well- 
meaning Chriſtian, {that the true Love and Fear 
of God, whoſe Heart God has touched, as *tis 
ſaid of the Band that followed Saul, 1 Sam. x. 
26.)ſhall'obſerve and ftrike in with this favourable 
Juncture of Providence, (For a wiſe Man's 
Heart, Eccleſ. viii. 5. diſcerneth both Time and 
Fudgment,) ſhall lift himſelf under the great 
Captain of our Salvation, and lend an helping 
'Hand to fend forward Reformation. 

All the . in Heart ſball follow it; not 
at a wary Diſtance, as St. Peter followed Chriſt, 
Matib. xxvi. 58. afar off, untd the High-prieft's 
Palace, and out of an Itch of Curioſity, 77 fee 
the End. Much leſs, as Judas followed, or ra- 
ther dog'd him into the Garden to betray him. 
Not as Neuters hover about the Field of Battle, 
*to ſee which Side will prevail, and then to ftrike 
in with the Conquerors; or as the French, while 
the Engliſh and Dutch Fleets were engaged, to 
"daſh one againſt the 6ther, and make a Prey of 
both; (and there are ſome amongſt us that would 
play the ſame Game over again.) Nor as Sutlers, 
follow the Camp to make a Penny nor as many 


of our young Gallants, to get a Name, and 


ſomewhat to talk of. But to follow it cloſe and 
in good Earneft, as 'a Lawyer would follow a 
fat Cauſe, or a Broker a gainful Bargain, or an 
Hungry Courtier a good yielding Place, or ſome 
'others their comfortable Importance ; fo to fol- 
low as to overtake, whatever it coſt us; like 
Cideon's Men, Fudg. viii. 4. Faint, yet purſu- 


ng. 
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ing. To preſs at the ſame Rate as St. Paul did 
toward the Prize of his high Calling; 7 fo run, 
not as uncertainly; ſo fight I, not as one that 
beateth the Air : This one Thing 7 do, 1 fallow 
after, to apprehend that for which alſo I am ap- 
prehended of Chrift, *Tis for want of ſuch an 
hearty Reſolution that we fail, if at all ; therefore 
is Judgment far from 15, Ila. lx. 9. Neither 
doth Fuſtice overtake us. 
This I conceive to be the Senſe of our Text: 
However, if it ſhould not be the right, I am ſure 
tis a good one, and ſuch as the whole Tribe of 
Criticks cannot juſtly except againſt. Admitting 
this to be the Pjalmiſt's Meaning, << I ſhall fur- 
<< ther obſerve, (what every one knows) that 
«© the Book of Pſalms conſiſt of Praiſes, Prayers, 
<< or Propheſies but our Text is neither of the 
6c former, ergo, the latter; and I think I ma) 
ſubjoin in our Saviour s Words, (at leaſt in a 
qualified Senſe) Luke iv. 21. This Day is this 
Scripture fulfilled in your Ears. For, if ſome 
ſharp-fighted Perſons, (as my Lord Bacon for 
one) could in that Prophecy of Daniel, xii. 4. 
Many ſhall run too and fro, and Knowledge. ſhall 
be increaſed, read the Diſcovery of both the In- 
dies, the Uſe of the Compaſs, and other great Im- 
provements of Art and nowledge in the Natu- 
ral World ; I think we may as clearly, and with 
leſs raining of the Words read in our Text, the 
more valuable Improvements this laſt Age has 
been bleſt with, (as an Antidote againſt its a- 
bounding rampant Iniquity) in the Moral World. 
Amongſt which your Societies (for tis pity bo 
part them, they do fo ſweetly combine) moſt d 
ſerv: ly 
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fervedly lead the Van, as being the beſt Firtyoſoes, 
the true Royal Society, and to whom the World 
is incomparably more oblig'd. And as far as my 
Acquaintance with Hiſtory reaches, I dare make 
that Challenge to all Gainſayers, Job viii. 8. In- 
gquire, I pray thee," of: the former Ages, and pre- 
pare thy ſelf to the Search f their Fathers, and 
Jet them find me your Fellows, in all Reſpects, 
if they can; and I hope that Prophetick Bleſſing 

belongs to you, ver. before, T your Begin 
ning was ſmall, yet your latter End ſhall greatly 
increaſe : And though you are but of Yeſterday, 
ver. 9. You may be well laid in the Balance a- 
gainſt all that numerous Fry and Rabble of Fra- 
ternities, which Rome, that fruitful Mother of 
F ornications, has ſpawn'd theſe thouſand Vears: 
Not excepting her laſt and darling Brood (and I 
hope twill prove her laſt, that the' $ paſt bear- 
ing, and God has given her a miſcarrying Womb 
and dry Breaſts) thoſe who impudently call them- 
ſelves the Society of Jeſus; as who ſhould fay, 
Truly ny Fellowſhip is with the Father, and 
with his Son Feſus. But we may boldly appeal 
to himſelf, if they do not foully bely him, in 
thoſe Words after our Text, ver. 20. Shall the 
Throne of Iniquity have Fellowſhiþ with Thee 
which frameth Miſchief by a Lato? Twould 
be a greater Miracle than all that are aſcrib'd ta 
Xavier Acoſta, and the whole Order of them, to 
.reconcile thoſe Leopards, Tygers and Aſps, with 
the Lamb of God, the meek and lowly Jeſug. 
And if they are like him in any Thing, tis in 
that one Inſtance, but in a far different Senſe, 
Tul xii. 49. I am come to ſend Fire on the E 
all 


an Plain "Engliſh. 
and what care they, if it be already kindled? 11 


all Chriſtendom be in a Flame, ſo the Tares of 


the Northern Hereſy be burnt up, and the In- 


dendiaries can make their F ortunes in the us 
ral Combuſtion. 

But ye have not ſo lden Chrift : 'Your Prin- 
ciples and Practices are as oppoſite to theirs as 
Light to Darkneſs; nay, as Chriſt to Belial: 
Jour Deſign ſo generous and diſintereſted, fo 
manifeſtly calculated for the publick Good, at 
your own great Expence, both of Labour and 
"Treaſure, and even Hazard of your Lives; that 
Malice it ſelf knows not where to faiten, and is 
almoſt forc't-to fall down before you, and con- 
feſs that God is in you of a Truth, But to clear 
my ſelf of the Charge of Flattery, I appeal to 
the Account, the Reverend Dr. Kennet, and your 
faſt Friend Dr. Woodibard have given of your 
Succeſles at Home, and honourable Teftimonies 
from Abroad; in which they have done you, and 
but done you Juſtice; and leſt any ſuſpe& me of 
a Deſign upon you, I ſuppoſe, tis well known 
you are no Corporation (and I am afraid never 
will be) and have no Livings or Dignities in your 
'Difpoſal, nor do you ever give (that I hear of) 
any Salary, or ſo much as a Scarfe to your Chap- 
lains. But, perhaps, I may take that Freedom 
with you, in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe, as ſhall 
leave no Sufpicion of Flattery, or Self-ends. In 
prin I ſhall obſerve this eaſy and effectual Me- 
thod 

Firſt, To prove this great and ende ee 
Obligation, Ihen Judgment returns to Righte- 
61 e, for all the — in Heart to follow it. 

Secondly, 


Plain Engliſh. 
+» Segondly, To lay down ſome neceſſary Rules 
and Cautions, whereby ye may n lavofulllys 
and fo obtain the Maſteries. 
Tirdly, What will be the main Buſineſs and 
Burden of the Day; to anſwer Objections (which 
none yet have done ſo fully as might be wild} 


and under this Head our main Arguments Will 


naturally fall in, and appear in their beſt Light 
and: Strength, when the Wer are ſet as a 
Feen chem. 

. Laſtly, If my Lime, and your Patietivel be 
not quite ſpent, 1 tral cloſe up all with': a brief 


Exhortation ter 


For 'tis fair to let you know before · hand that 
T ſhall conſiderably exceed the uſual Time: For 
I may ſay with Elihu, Job xxxii. 18. J am Full 
of Matter, the Spirit within me conſtraineth me; 
1 will ſpeaꝶ tbat I may be refreſhed. | I have a 


great deal to ſay to you, and 1 ſhall ſcarce ever 


have ſuch another Opportunity to meet you alt 
together again. The Caſe is extraordinary, and 
ſo perhaps i is the Meſſage wherewith I am charg- 
ed. We ſeem upon our laſt Legs, and Mea- 


ſures muſt be concerted to retrive our Loſſes," or 


we muſt think of laying down our Arms. And, 
perhaps, I may have ſomewhat- conſiderable to 
offer (which cannot be done in any Hurry) and 
if you can have the Patience to hear me out (for 
the Main of my Meſſage I ſhall reſerve: to the 
laſt) you may ſee Reaſon to confeſs that your 
ime was not miſpent: But this I promiſe,” by 
God's Atfiftance, to ſay as much in as few Words 
as is poffible ; - for Senſe will ly cloſs, and I hate 
to ODT Words without Cauſe, eſpecially be- 


fore 


Plain Engliſh. 
3 ſuch Auditors, knowing that the Kingdom of 


God is not in Mord, but in Power. 


But I hope, there is little need of ſuch Apolo- 
gies to you, Gentlemen of the Reformation (for 
with you properly my Buſineſs is) ; for beſides 
that, theſe Sermons haye, by Conſent, a Diſ- 
penſation from the uſual narrow Reſtraints they 


bave, I know among our Diſſenting Bretbren; 


(and I am not aſbamed to call them Brethren, and 
J hope, you are not; two Hours being allow'd. 
by them, and tis but enough, for ſv weighty a 
Taſk) and I know no Canon but Cuſtom (which 


may be diſpens d with upon ſpecial. Occaſions) 


againſt a long Sermon tven in the Church. Be- 
ſides, I ſuppoſe, you have a larger Stock of Pa- 
tience than common Hearers (and I wiſh twere 
the greateſt, Trial of your Patience you are like 
to meet with, by putting your Hand to God's 
Plough, to ſuffer the Word of Exhortat ion ſome- 
what longer than ordinary, Tho' even that's 
& a ſore Penance with molt, and many of thoſe 
you are to deal with had as lieu you ſhould 
© keep them as long in the Stocks; and per- 
& haps, it would be a proper and effectual Fu- 
ec niſhment; in ſome Caſes, to make them. 
+. fer a Sermon, as a Work-houſe, ſome REA AN 
& Would awe Rogues more effectually than the 
© Gallows.” But your Spirits, J perſuade my 
ſelf, are not wound up juſt to three Quarters : 
Where, by the Way, I cannot but reſent the 
unfair Treaty of Partition between Cbriſt and 
Belial; three Hours are too ſhort to hear the 
Devil's Buffoons, (five Hours I have known my 
felf in the Days of my Vanity) whereas three 
arters 
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Quarters of an Hour are thought too long an Au- 
diente for the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt. 

But 1-am perſuaded better Things of you; nayz 

7 know the Proof of you, (having tried your Pa- 


tiene this Way more than once) that you are 


no Starters, nor ſo comformable to the Mode of 
the Times; as to ſhew your Watches every o 
ther Minute, and sry, O what a Wearimeſs is 
it! When will this long-winded Parſon have 
done? If you were of this ; Spirit you Would have 
made but a ſorry Court of Aſſiſtants at Ezra's 
Reformation; when they ſtayed from Morning 
to Noon, fix long Hours; in the open Air a- 
bout this Work, and were withal wet to the 
Skin; for we find them Ezra x. 9. Trembling 


becauſe of this Matter, and Jar the great. Rain, 


But, as for the reſt, who either drop'd in by 
Chon or came out. of Cuſtom Curioſity, or 

20 ſpy out our Liberty that we have in the Lord; 
or, it may be, they know not why; themſelves : 
They have the ſame Freedom here as in the De- 
: vil's Chapel, to ſtay as few or many Acts as they 
pleaſe. And when they have heard as much as 
ſerves their turn, or ſomething they do not like; 
or think it may be Change or Dinner- Time, 
they are free to be gone: And, as they came 
unſent, and unlooked for; fo they may depart 
not defir'd, and the only Remark I ſhall make, is 
that, 1 John li, 19. They went out from us, but 
they were not of us; for if they had been of 
us, they would, no doubt, have continued with 

OT Py - <> ns 

Having thus ſettled the Preliminaries to make 
al ——_ ealy (who may ſtay as long or as ſhort 
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ö Time as they pleaſe) I ſhall now proceed to 
the firſt Head, which will not require much to 
be ſaid of it, becauſe it is of the Number of thoſe 
Propoſitions, which, by Manifeſtation of the 
Truth, commend themſelves to every ones Con- 
ſcience in the Sight of God; and I never affect 
to demonſtrate Day-light, eſpecially, when ſo 
many, by divers fvong and invincible Froofs, | 
Have done it already, 

The little, I ſhall fay, may be reduced under 
thoſe two common Places, Duty and Intereſt ; 
for J never chuſe to go out of the beaten Road, 
3 it be for better Way, or to ſave Ground. 

Then, It is the Duty of every ſincere 
Clrftianito lend an helping Hand in ſetting: for- 
ward the Work of Reformation. Curſe. ye Me- 
70, Judges v. 23. has been ſo often looked on 
as a Trumpet of Sedition, that I dare not ſound 
it; tho* for the Help of the Lord, not againſt 
the Mighty (for then it might look Seditiouſly) 
but againſt the Beaſts of the People. I ſhall ra- 
ther obſerve how unkindly GO D took it at the 
Tekoites Hands; and has recorded it t6 their laſt- 
ing Reproach. Neh. iii. 5. That their Nobles put 
not their Necks to the Fork of the Lord. Few con- 
{ider, What a Crime it is to be cold and uncon- 
cerned in their Maker's Quarrel, and how highly 
the jeal-us GOD will refent it. If Plato would 
allow none to ftand Neuters in his Common- 
wealth; and when the Houſes divide, all muſt 
file off to the Yea's or No's: (Ay, but they 
may ſtep out, you will ſay, and Slink a Vote, ſo 
May you too, if you can altogether go out of the 
Oe ) No wonder it he who has told us, Me 


are 
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are not our own, has alſo declared, He that is 
not ꝛwith me is againſt, me, and wiſhes we were 
either hat or cold. He cannot wave his Right i in 
us; nor conſent to be robed. Mal. i. 6. A. 


Son . honoureth his Father, and a Servant his; 


Maſter ; if, then, I be a Father, where is mine 
Honour? &. What an undutiful, nay, unna- 
tural Son muſt. he be, who can patiently ſee: his 
Father outraged and inſulted ; when natural Af- 
fection overcame Nature/itſelf ; and dumb Atys 
could find a Tongue at his Father's Death., 
Nay, there is not barely Duty, but Neceſfity, 
in the Caſe. ' All the upright in Heart ſhall fol- 
low it. The Love of Chriſt conſtrains them; 
and Love is ftrong as Death; the Cogls- thereof 
are as Goals of Fire, which hath a moſt vehement) 
Flame. Cant. viii. 6. To, talk of an upright 


Heart, and not true and zealous for G D, is 
a Lie all over. If our Hearts be ſeund in his 


Statutes, we cannot fee them violated and trams, 
pled under Foot, without | expreſſing the utmoſt 
Reſentment 3 when Rivers of Tears Ran down 
the royal Prophet's Eyes, becauſe Men kept not 
G OD's Laws. But, if he were then a King, 
G OD might have ſaid to him, as he did to Fo- 
ſhua in a like Caſe; Job. vii. 10. Get ibes 
up; Wherefore liaſt 2hay thus upon, thy Pcs 2 
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Pride, and other ſpititual Sins; but cake them 
ſiuffer in publick Places for their open Leudneſs 


To mourn with Jeremy, in ſecret Places For tber 


and Profaneneſs. Wherefore elſe: ferveth the: 
Law, was it not added becauſe of Frangreſ- 
But, 2. Duty is but a feeble Argument with 
moſt ; Intereſt is the Nail that will drive: and 
if you can once make Men ſenſible of that, you 
have gainꝰd your Point. As t6 their eternal Intereſt, 


it is the Object of Faith, and all Men have not 


Faith : Nay, few in ſuch a degree, as to coneeive 
aright, of the amazing Pawers of tbe World: to 
come. Tell the Men of this World, of the In- 
heritance of the Saints in Light; they are of the 
Cardinal's Mind, that had rather loft his Part 
in Paradiſe, than his Part in Paris, Glorious 
Things are ſpoken of thee, thou City of God. Ay, 
it is *4 fine Place, they: will ſay, when yeu are 
there; but they had rather ſee fome thing on this 
fide the Grave. I will not therefore to ſuch, uſe 
that Motive, Ia. xxii. 17, Thine Eyes hall 


fee the King in his Beauty They fhall behold the 


Land that is very far ; but rather try what 
that other will do, ver. 20. Look upon Zion the 
City of bur Solemnities : Thine Eyes ſpall ſee Je- 
rufalem a quiet Habitation, &c. Its no Hap» 
pineſs to engage the moſt-High te be our De- 


| fence to have Peace within our Walls, and 


Plenteouſneſs within our Palaces ? Read but the 
cxliv. Pſalm, and then, I doubt not, you will 
beartily join in the Chorus, ver. ult. Happy is that 
People that is in ſuch a Caſe, &c. But, what is 
all this, will the narrow ſelf-ended n 
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fay to me? Let the World go how it will, I ſhall, 
fare as the reſt: Prove that it is mine Intereſt, 
mine in particular; or you fay juit nothing. Is 
it ybur Intereſt. to have Highway- men, Houſe- 
breakers, N Shop- liſters | ſuppretied ? That it is, 
without doubt, for elſe there would be no living 
one by another; and no Man could call any 
Thing his vwn. But, what is it to me if others 
whore, and drink, and ſwear, and play the des 
vil? The worſt is their own, I ſhall not be ac 
countable for them. Cain and Galli anſwer 
Right. A975” xviii. 15. {fit be a Queſtion of 
Words and Names, and" of your Law; | look ye 
1 it, for T-will be ud Judge of ſuch Matters s 
Yet he had the Grate (which with ſome. of our 
Magiſtrates had) to think, that not only rung 
but 40iched Leudlneſs too belong d to his Cogni- 
fance. Well then, I'll ſhew: you how it is your 
Intereſt: Could you be content to have your own 
Wives and Daughters debauched, it may be (af- 
ter the French Faſhion): forc'd before your Eyes: 
would yeu have your Sons leud by Sixteen, and 
bring Pox and Rottenneſs into your Houſes? No 
fue. W hem it comes fo near Home, you'll be 
ſenſible of the Danger. But if Luſts have Reins, 
and may range without Controul, it will not be 
confined to the common Cattle, but attempt the 
Chaſtity of Maids and Matrons, and no Virtue 
almoſt will be fafe. If Things had gone on, as 
they were once a going, Chaſtity, perhaps by 
© this Time, had been a Scandal, and mode 
Women #or Signs and Wonders, and Whores, 
Pimps and Stallions, had carried the World be- 
fore them. And I may ſay with ſtricteſt — 
241 : ; as 
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- 9. Except the Lord of Hoſts had left unto" 
Ds ſmall Remnant; (but, I Hope, notu he will. 
multiply them that they ſhall nat be faw, and glo- 
rify them alſo, and they ſhall not be ſmall, Jer. 
XXX. 19.) Ye ſhould have been as Sodom, and we. 
ſhould have been like unto Gomorra. 

But, what have we to do (they will fay) with 
other Mens Drinking? Why, beſides that, if Drun- 
kenneſs get the Sway, they will put the Battle to 
your Noſe, and force you to be as very Beaſts as; 
themſelves (to that paſs were Things come with- 
in the Memory of Man) are you content to be 
outrag'd in the Streets, and aſſaulted by every 
furious Beaſt; as I was my* ſelf, but this Day 
Sev'n-Night, \ Giewed| by a Sot even before it was 
dark, and had much ado to make him ungrapple 
(for give them but Licenſe and we ſhall have 
Noon-Day Devils:) So neither will you be 
ſafe in your own:Houſes,- unleſs you can: be con- 


tent to have your Reſt diſturb'd, your Windows 


broken, it may be your Houſes fired too by Mid- 


night Scourers, and (what is very common) your 


Officers and Watchmen wounded and lain. 
Once more, What Harm will others Swea- 
ring do to me? J/by ſhould 1 make a Man an 
Offender for a Mord, when it does me no Man- 
ner of Miſchief? Lanſwer, If you have any Con- 
ſcience, or Love to God, it will be bitter as 
Death, to have your Ears grated with that Lan- 
guage of Friends, to paſs thro' ſuch Vollies of 


Hell-thot.: Befides that, it makes all Buſineſs 


and Converſation uneaſy, by an endleſs Neceſli- 

ty of Checks and Reproots. But tho' you — 

no Conſcience of any ſuch Matter, Have: 172 
ind 


. 


. 1 ood a Ad” a; i td nn. + LQIT_IS 


. .v 
; 


F 
f 
F. 
| 
| 


f , . If 3 IJ I 7, = 


lies in common; and when they part, you'll give 
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Mind to be ſworn out of your Rights, your E- 


ſtates, nay, your very Lives," by Knights of the 
Poſt ? And how do ye think they arrive at the 
Dignity ? But by paffing their wonted Trials, 
wit, oo their Exerciſe, and learning firſt to 
ſwear the Compaſs. Profane Swearing is the di- 
rect Road to Perjury, and has made Way for 
ſuch Juries and Evidence as would take away the 
honeſteſt Man's Life in the Kingdom; if the 
Court pleaſes but to ſend Direction. For when once 
the Reverence of an Oath is loſt, it is not the 
Place that will make it ſolemn, or ſtrike a ſuffi- 
cient Awe upon the Soul; (eſpecially in that 
ſlight careleſs Manner it is adminiftred in our 
Courts) and therefore Solomon rightly oppoſeth 
him that ſweareth, to him that feareth an Oath. 
Ecel: iK . . | 7 
Thus much of the firſt Head, viz. the Obli- 
gation: 1 ſhall now lay down ſuch Cautionary 
Rules, and be upon each as brief as I can. 
I. T hen, be ſure, you that engage in this ge- 
-nerous Deſign, be publick ſpirited; free from all 
little Ends and Intereſts ; and addicted to no Par- 
ty, or Faction whatſoever ; but Catholicks in the 
trueſt Senſe. The moſt famous Pariy-man is not 
fit for a pitch'd Battle, or a general Aſſault; as 
our Buſineſs is fitly deſcrib'd, 2 Cor. x. 4. Pul- 
ling. down of ſtrong Holds, caſting down Imagi- 
nations, and every high Thing that exalteth.it 
elf againſt the Knowledge of God, and bringing 
into Captivity every Thought to the Obedience of 


| Chri/t. I you belong to a certain Set of Men, 


you'll go no further with us, than your Way 


us 
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us the Goby. Such Factious Reformers are like 
the mixt Multitude that came out of Egypt, who 
ſoon fell a Luſting, and then a Murmuring. Or 
like: David's Band in the Wilderneſs, made up 
of a Medley of Debtors, Male- contents, Fugitives 
and Malefactors; who not only mutiniedabout the 
Spoil; but were ready to knock their own Leader 
on the Head. To all ſuch Reformers, I may tru- 
ly ſay, Ye know not what Manner of Spirit ye are 
of atleaſt, ye are not of a Spirit fit for our Turn. 
Let your Name be Chriſtians, your Religion Cha- 
Tity, out of a pure Heart and good Conſcience, 
and Faith unfeigned: And take in all, that love 
the Lord Jeſus in Sincerity. One Lord, one Faith 
will make us all of one Heart, one Mind, and one 
Mouth. For my Part, I dare no more conſine 
the Church (as ſome would have us do) between 


Dover and Berwick, than between Venice and 


Cadiz; within one Proteſtant Country, than St. 
Peter's Patrimony ; nor dare I limit Grace any 
more to this or that Way, or Opinion among 
'Chriſtians, than to this or that Stature, or Com- 
plexion. Our Buſineſs is to promote the Glo- 
ry of God, and the general Intereſt of the Go- 
ſpel; not to ſeek our own; no, nor the Things 
of our Party; but thoſe Things which are ſe- 
Jus Chrift's : And as many as walk by this Ruls, 
Peace be on them, and Mercy, as on the Iſraci of 

God. | 3 


22. Ceaſe ye from Man, whoſe Breath is in his 
Neftrils, for wherein is he to be accounted of E 
Ia. ii. 20t. Fear not their Faces, court not their 
Favour, hold not their Perſons in Admiration; 
and eſpecially be not aſhamed of their Reproaches. 
| Contider 
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Conſider that Charge, Ia. li. 12. J, even I am 
He that comforteth you : Who art thou that thou 
ſhouldſt be afraid of a Man that ſpall die, ana of 
the Son of {dan that ſall be made as Graſs and 
e thy Maker, that hath ſtretch- 
ed furth the, Heavens, &c. Remember the Cauſe 


is God's, and be will not be beholding to his 


Creature for his Dues. I am afraid this has been 
one great Hindrance to your Progreſs; if it have 
not brought a Blaſt upon your Endeavours; that 
you have truſted too much to the Arm of Fleſh, 
Jer. xvii. 5. And expected great Matters from 
ubliek Countenanee, and Perſons of Place and 
—_— in the World. Ils well if you can have 
it; but God can do his Wok without them, and 
rather chuſes ſo to do, that no Fleſh may glory in 
his. Sight. What need you cringe and fue for 
that which you may boldly demand: If your 
| Houſes are broke, or but your Pockets pick'd, 
you'll require what Redreſs the Law, will afford ; 
if you are rob'd u on the Road, you'll go to the 
next . Juſtice, My oblige him to take your Oath 
of what you have loſt; And when God is rob'd, 
wrong'd or outrag'd, mult you beg of them to do 
their Office? Humbly wait their /Yor/hip's Lei- 
ſure ; and thank them, if they'll be ſo civil as not 
to be perjur d? Be as humble for your ſelves as 
vou pleale ; but be ſtout for God. Dare not to 
debaſe the Dignity of the moſt High; for *tis 
more than you can anſwer. I hope, Gentle- 
men, you are no Millenaries; nor look for that 
Golden Age on Earth (at leaſt not in your Time) 
when all gur Officers ſhall be Peace, (or even our 
\Ju/tices of Peace) and . Exacter s Righteouſ- 
F 3 1 
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neſs Tf ſo, your Eyes will fail in looking for 
your vain Help. Surely, Pal. Ixil. 9. Men of 
loto Degree, are Vanity, and Men of hi gh Degree, 
a Lye. ' Magiſtrates will often be falſe to their 
Truft, their God; their ——— But if they 
deny Juſtice, or delay or trifle; appeal to their : 
Superio or, and bring the berfurd .nayves to'ac- | 
count; and tho? they too are corrupt, yet you 
may make Satan caſt out Satan in ſpight of him- | * 
ſelf: At laſt, you can bring it before the higheſt 
Court of Judicature, the Houſe of Lords ; and 1 1 
am verily perſuaded they'll do you Right.” You 
need not be beholding to Mortal much leſs to 
Malignant: You ſpend upon your 'own Stock; 
and I'm afraid there will never be a Fund affien'd 
you (tho? *tis highly reaſonable) out of the Pu- 
blick Revenue: And, I hope, you look-for no 
Places of Preferments; if you do, you may hap- , 
pen to be foully deceiv'd ; and like the Troops of 
Tema, Job Vi. 20. be confrnded becauſe you had 
hoped. Let this be your Motto, Pſal. vii. Io. Our 
"Defence is of God, which ſaveth the Upright in 
Heart. This your Prayer, Pſal. Ix. I. Give 
25 elp from Trouble; for vain is the 28. Man. 
Through God we ſhall do valiantly ; . for h 4 zt i 
that all tread down our Enemies. 

But, 3. Tho? you muſt; be out, tak: oreat 
"heed of being, hot. Remember the Wrath of Mon 
avorket} not the Righteouſrdfs of God. Hew ur 195 
be ſerv'd by finful Paſſions; ; and we are Men of 
"like Paſſin end with others, and need to watch, leſt 
they get the Maſtery ; for if they do, the whole 
Wok! is mar d. That“ $2 true W of Mr. 
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Meſley's, Tis perhaps one of the 
— Things in the Wald be eee, 
zealous and not paſſion 46. Now; oi 
Paſſion, (if it prevail to a great Degree) will 
make it a 4/ind Zeal, tho the Cauſe be never fo 
good; for Reaſon and Paſſion cannot have free 
Courſe together. Tis true of the Paſſionate as 
well as the Ignorant, John xi. 10. But if @ 
Man walk in the Night. he Stunbleth,. becauſe 
there is no Light in bim: Nay, if it. riſe to the 
Height of Fury, twill make you not only blind, 
but mad; and God may truly ſay as Achiſh, * I 
Sam, xxi. 15. Have 1 need of mad. Men f ke. 
For, ira furor brevis et, Wrath is a mere Fit 
of Phrenzy; and one mad Man is not fit to 
manage. another. Though Madneſs (as Solamon 
ſays). is in their Hearts, whom you would re- 
form, they may ſtop your Mouths with that of 
Horace, O major tandem parcas inſane minori, 
pray, greater Bedlam, let the leſs alone. There 
is another guiſe Force than Paſſion to ſtem this 
impetuous Torrent, viz. the Spirit of Power and 
Might; and 'tis this God has pitch. d on, 1/a. 
Iix. 19. IWhen the Enemy ſhall come in lite a 
Flood, the Spirit ef the. Lord. Hall lift 45 a Stan- 
dard againſt him. ˖ 
4. Remember, you bave need of Patience, As 


Crit bath ſuffer d for us in the Fleſh,. 1 Pet. iv. 


1. Suffer'd the Contradiction of Sinners againſt 
Himſelf; ſuffer'd all the furious Aſſaults of Men 
and Devils; Arm yourſelves with the like Mind, 


and endure Hardusſs as good Soldiers of bis. 


Think not of diſbanding, or lying long in Quar- 
"ters of Refreſhment. Peace there can be none, 
nor 
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nor Truce long together; for we wreſtle not with 
Fleſh. and Blocd (only) but with Principalities 
and Powers ; but Heaven, remember, will pay 
for all. God has bleſs'd you with ſome, with 
conſiderable Succeſs; and I may ſay as he, 2 Chr. 
XXV. 19. Lo! Thou haſt ſmitten the Edomites, 
and thine Heart lifteth thee up; but I truſt o 
Heart's like Jehoſhaphat's, 2 Chron. xvii. 6. 
are lifted up in the Ways of the Lord, You have 
made ſome Thouſands of ſcandalous Offenders 
publick Examples ; you have ſuppreſs'd perhaps 
ſome Hundreds of lewd Houſes, and brought o- 
thers into better Order: So far is well; but ſtill 
remember, there's Work enough cut out for 
you. There are two ſtrong Citadels that ftill 
hold out againſt you; I mean, thoſe two 
famous Academies of Hell, thoſe Nurſeries of all 
Vice, thoſe incorrigible Brothels, the two Play- 
Houſes, where Satan's Seat is, where he keeps 
his Head Quarters; whence he can at any Time 
draw ſorth freſh Supplies, and form, in a Man- 
ner, what Parties he pleaſes ; and when he ſends 
out Detachments every Campaign, (or rather, to 
ſpeak in the Feſuits Language, thoſe famous Co- 
medians) he makes his 4/:/jions every Summer 
to the two Univerſities, to train up our Youth 
in their Liberal Arts and Sciences; and they 
have, let me tell you Gentlemen, a good hearty 
Friend in one of them, and as hearty an Enemy 
of yours, who will readily lend them his Inte- 
reſt, and afford them not only Reception, but 
Conntenance too. Now to think the Work of 
Reſormation can go ſmoothly on, while theſe are 
in being, is as vain, as to ſuppoſe this City may 
con- 
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continue in perfect Peace, though the Toter and 
the Savoy were Garriſon'd with French. Theſe 
are left as the Canganites in the Land, Numb. 
XXxiii, 55. to be Pricks in your Eyes, (an Eye- 
ſore they are, I am ſure, to every pious Soul) 
and Thorns in your Sides; and n I am con- 
hdent, hate to be reform'd. 


I know not what the Maſter of the Revels 


may do, (for to him I find they are ſent to be 


tutor d) he may poſſibly teach them better Man- 
ners than all the Divines, Furies, and Judger, 
that have taken them to Task; becauſe' he acts 
as one having Authority. And therefore pray, 
Gentlemen, if you can, get him into your So- 
ciety, and he may do us Knight-ſervice; Let us 
however pluck up a good Heart, and hope the 
beſt ſtill; who E (for Miracles are not 
quite ceas d, witneſs the Soldier that was ſtruck 
blind t other Day in the Tower,) but the Players 
may turn Reformers too; and the Stage (as Mr, 
Denny would have us hope) vye with the Pulpit 


for Piety, and Morality. But till this miraculous 


Virtue be poured forth, t turn the Hearts of 
the Diſobedient to the Wi dom of the uſt; theſe 
Sons of Zeruiah, or rather Children of Belial, 


or the Spirit that worketh in thoſe Children of 
_ Di/obedience, would be too hard for you, had 


we not ſome Ground of Hope to overcome 
them; 1 John iv. 4. Becauſe greater is he that 


is in you, than he that is in the World. 


Therefore, 5thly, and laſtly, put on the whole 
Armour of God, the Armour of Righteouſneſs on 


the right Hand, and on the Left ; that ye may be 
Lava ta fand in the evil Day, and having done 


all, 
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4ll, to land. Being thus appointed, ye are all 


over invulnerable, and conſequently invincible. 
Examine yourſelves, whether ye br in the Haiib; 
look well to your State, look well to your Ways; 
ſet up the Worſhip of God in your Houſes, and 
with all Diligence keep your Heart, from whence 
are the Iſſues of Life, ' Have a great Care to 
cut off Occaſion from them that ſeek Occaſion 
to reproach you; leaſt wherein. ye glory, ye: be 
Found even as they. If you allow, yourſelves in 
any known Sin, twill quite, turn the Edge of 
your Reſolution. A ſecret Shame: vll ſo reſtrain 
you, that you'll be as a mighty. Man aſtonied, as 
one that cannot find his Hands; at leaſt, cannot 
find in his Heart to condemn, and puniſh that in 
another, which in himſelf he allows. But if it 
be known, (as out it will come ſooner or later; 
for there is nothing covered, Matth. x. 28. that 
jball not be revealed, and hid that ſpall not be 
fnown.) O! how will they triumph and inſult}! 
"What proud Boaſtings will they make! If a vi- 
cious Reformer ſhould light on ſuch a ſharp 
Strumpet, as Laronia in Juvenal, (we have ma- 
ny ſuch witty Jilts in this lewd Town) how 
might ſhe play upon him at the ſame nettling 
Rate, as ſhe: upon the 3z0zcal Hypocrite Fae 


licia ſecula gue te moribus, &c, Bleſſed Days, 


hen ſuch as you ſet up for Reformers Now 
let the Town ſtand in awe, another Cato is 
drop'd down from Heaven: But pray, Sir, what 
Lady was that you pick'd up tother Day? Ne 
pudeat dominum monſtraſſe tabernæ, and if I may 


be ſo bold, what's the Man's Name of the Ta- 


vern whicher you carried her? However, if you 


AD do 
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do not meet with fuch pointed Satyr, a mu 
blunter Reproof will pierce deep enough. The 
will ſutely ſay t6 you this Proverb, Phy/ician bedl 
zbyſelf ; begin at home, and then tis Time e- 


nough to look abroad; tis but a ſorry Chara. 


cter at the beſt, 20 be Keepers of others Vineyard, 

when your don Vineyard ye have not kept. '"Atic 
I'm ſure ycu' Il never make them believe that tis 
Love to their Souls ſets you on Work, when yot 
ſhew no more to your own:” Thoſe were Strains 
of heroick Charity in Moſes and St. Paul, wi 

you can hardly reach, and much harder poſſeſs 
the World with the Belief of, that you could be 
content to have your Names (as the one, Ex#92. 
xxxii. 32. ) Blotted out of the Book of God, or wijh 
yourſelves accurſed from Cbriſt, (as the other) for 
your Brethren, "ſo they may be ſaved. | © * 
TI come now, Zalh, to the laſt Head, viz. The 
Objections, which is a Topick' ſearce touch 


* 


2 
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upon by any that I know of, but the Learned 


Dr. Kennet; and therefore, to ſave Time, I ſhall 
paſs by all thoſe which he has anſwered, becaufe 
he has done it ſo fully, that. it cannot (I think) 


be mended, at leaft not by me. As, 1/7, Your 


being Voluntary Societies, and in that Reſpe& 
dangerous Combinations.” 24ly, Being ſet a work 
by a Pragmatical meddling, Humour. 34ly, The 
invidious Name of Informer. 4thly, That it 
has prov'd in great Meaſure ineffectual; for 


Anſwer to all which Ir efer you to his excellent | 


/ 
a 


* 


to, becauſe the Caſe is ſince conſiderably al- 
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But here, Gentlemen, I hope, ye can 90 5 
Plain- dealing, (for this is not a Time and ol 


to daub in) if not, I muſt tell you,  ye've miſ- 
took your Man; for tis the only Talent I can 


pretend to: But that you may ſee ye have not 
only plain, but fair Dealing too; that, like the 
Cevennois, I neither give nor take Wee f 
ſhall begin with myſelf, and have. an Eye upon 
my own Heart all the Way. 1 
IJ, Then, the Queſtion may juſtly be put, 
Do you practiſe what you preach ? Do you make 
Conſcience to inform againſt Evil-doers your- 


Telf? Otherwiſe you are like the Lawyers, Lukz 


Xi. 46. Who lade Men with Burdens grievous to 
be born, and touch not the Burdens with one of 
their Fingers; or, like cowardly Commanders, 
that put their Men in the very Mouth of Dan» 
ger, but keep themſelves out of Gun-ſhot. This 
1 muſt needs own is an Home- thruſt, to put it 
f by were not fair; and ' tis ſomewhat hard to re- 
ceive it. Wherefore, without any doubling, I 
ſhall return a diſtin&t Anſwer, and plainly declare 
the Thing as it is. „ 2 

I have return'd ſeveral of my own Charges for 
ſcandalous Immoralities to the ſpiritucl Court; 


but nothing was done, only ſomè Money ſqueez'd . 


out of them. But as to the Civil Magiſtrate, 
which I take to be the Senſe of the Objection, I 
confeſs I have not. My Reaſons are theſe, whe- 
ther they are ſound, I leave you to judge. 1. My 
own Hearers, I thought it not proper to exaſpe- 
rate by ſuch rough Methods, leſt it beget in them 
an invincible Prejudice, and ſo defeat the Ends of 
my Miniſtry ; otherwiſe had I no more * 

| | of 


+ 


an cia. a 4A #4. + At fd Fa hed inc . ee 


So Rik "TR * 


E HY 4 $95, os. et 


ws ns -w LL 41 ivr 


* 


Plain Eugli. 


for en Iotereſt in their A dkectons than y! 


ſhould matter no more their Reſentments or Re- 
proaches, than the whiſtling of the Wind. 2. 
As to other ſcandalous: Perſons, Charity, tis 
like, may incline you to believe, my Commu? 
nication with ſuch is but tranſient and oecaſionalʒ 
and I conceive it unbecoming the Meſſengers of 
the Prince of Peace to ſeize, and hale them to 
the Magiſtrate, unleſs there were a proper Officer 
at Hand, and in that Caſe I ſhould: make no 
Scruple about it. Now, it is my Practice to re- 
prove all Swearers, Drunkards, Sc. more ſharp- 
1 or mildly, as the Caſe, or the Condition of the 

arty; requires; unleſs ſometimes (which I rec- 
kon amongſt my preſu mptuous Sins, and I pray 
God lay them not to my Charge) I have been 
daunted and overaw'd by the big Looks; and 
pompous Appearance of mighty Sinners, and 
ſenſual Wickedneſs in high Places. But theſe 
Reaſons (I confeſs) have not ſatisfied my Con- 
ſcience ; and therefore' I have tender'd my Ser- 
vice to ſome of your Society, to bear them 
Company at any Time (but they thought net fit 
to accept it) when they go out in Parties to at» 
tack the common Enemy; an Office which I 
could. as heartily. embrace as Micuab's Levite did 
the Children of Dans Invitation; Judges viii 
to go with them to their New: Congue/ts, and L 
think it an higher Poſt of Honour, tho' without 
Pay, than to be Chaplain of the Guards, or a 
more honourable Bode. 
| T have anſwered as well as I could for myſelf; 
tho” under Correction, if I am out, and with an 
hearty: Deſire of being better informed. Nowz 


Gentle- 
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Gentlemen, comes your Turn, and let us conſi- 
der what is ſaid againſt you, and what may be 


pleaded in your Defence. 


1. Then it is expected, that, ſuppoſing your 
Deſign to be good and laudable, you began 
at the wrong End, and you might have had the 
Manners to have ſtaid till your Betters led the 
Way; that it did not become Perſons in your 


private Capacity to appear ſo forward, at leaſt 


without a Patent from the higher Powers, 

This is laid to your Charge: Now hear what 
J anſwer in your Defence; (for you muſt know 
IT am your Councel, tho”. not learned in the Law, 


nor much in any Thing elſe; and tho? you ne- 


ver gave me, nor would I have taken it, ſo 
much as a retaining Fee.) Admitting the Charge, 


that you began at the wrong End; I reply, What 


then ? So you purſue right Ends, and do no Body 
wrong, and take no one's Buſineſs out of his 
Hands that is not willing to let it go; and fo you 
aim at the Glory of God; the Good of your own 


and others Souls, and the true Honour and Wel- 
fare of your Country ; which every Chriſtian has 


an undoubted Right to promote, 5 
I further alledge, ( for I have uſed Similitudes) 


If a Fire begin to break out in an Houſe, and a 
charitable Neighbour ſpying it firſt, haſten up 


with Water to quench it, whether the Owner 
(much more a Paſſer by) would bid him come 
down, . becauſe. he had no Right, or becauſe he 


got up on the wrong Side, or becauſe his Houſe 


was inſured, and it belongs to the Cuiraſſiers of 
the Inſurance Office, and not to him to take Care 
about it? And that the Alluſion is not foreign 

| to 
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to the Matter in Hand, appears from that Paſ- 


ſage, 1/a. ix. 18. For Wickedneſs burneth as the 
Fire; in Sodom's: Caſe it was literally true, and 
*tis God's Mercy, it has not been ours: For, Can 
a Man, Prov. vi. 27. take Fire in his Beſom, 
and his Clothes not be burnt? Can one go upon” 
hot Coals, and his Feet not be burnt? Now, I. 
conceive it not ſeaſonable at ſuch a Juncture to' 
ſtand upon Ceremonies:; but that every one 
thould ſet the beſt Foot foremoſt, and do what: 
he can to prevent the threatning Miſchief: Be- 
ſides,” if the wrong End did not ſet out firſt; the 
right End may overtake it, if it pleaſe; and: I. 
ſuppoſe, if we are once agreed upon the Work, 
there will be no Diſpute about Precedency, and 


' we ſhall not ſtick to give them the right Hund of 


Fellowſhip. I further ſay for you, that this Objec®. 
tion comes now too late; whatever Force it might 
once have ad, it is now quite caſt out of Doors 3 
for ſince your happy ſetting out, our late King 
of truly glarious Memory, Her prefent. Majey, 
all | the, Lords Spiritual, many of Temporal, 
with the Judges, and others, in Places of Au- 
thority have ndt barely owned you, but heads. 


ed you too. To ſum up all, We, (for now, F 


have pretty well clear'd you, I'Il venture to caſt 
in my Lot with you) have the Head, the Hands: 
and the Feet; and, if the Sow Bellies will not 
come up with us, we heartily wiſh they may: 
mend their Pace; otherwiſe ſome People will be 
apt to ſay (and we cannot rule their Tongues) 
that they ſerve not the Lord, Lord Feſas, but 
their n ungodly Guvbt . 


Ti, : 
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But, zuly, Here ariſes, another Objection, for 
we are fallen into thoſe. Evil-days,, wherein the 
Clouds.return after the Rain, on Cavil upon the 

of another; but this comes from a differ- 

ent Quarter, the Parties whom we would re- 
form; <F hey defire to! ſee our Commiſſion where- 
you arc impowered vo: compel tbem to eumæ in; 
tbe Kingdoni of Haun (they fay) fert Vio 
lence, but offers none: And, becauſe I wouldt 
not do themiſo much Wrong, as to weaken their 
Argument By ill-wortling it, Iwill give i you 
in one l of their own Pliraſest What, will yo 
takb me, (ſaid one) and carry me to Heaven up- 
on your Back, whether will or not ?] N ow, the 
Streſs of this Argument beats upon the ſame Foot 
with the Tylerutiun, lz. Liberty of Gonſcience 7 
And they take this Rudeneſs, Gentlemen; the 
worte at v Hands beczuſe it is ſum' d that 
moſt of you are for the! Tyleration, andfome of you 
need it: And why can't you be. ſo Civil to do as 
You would be Joh by, and: give what you take? 
For is it not reaſonable chat People ſhould go their 
own Pace as wellias: theiv own Mayto Heaven? 
Now they are for ſoſt and fair to halt, and ſome- 
times turn out and drink, (and it maybe whore) 
by the Way. But you, Gentlemen, Jebu- like, 
are for driving ſo furiouſly,” that (they. ſay) it 
would break their very Hearts 9 Pace with 
you '\Ehey:don;tpall-you back, and why ſhould 
you puh them on! Now, I grant, if this laſt 
Clauſe were exactly true, there would be ſome- 
thing in What the) 7 Jay... off 6m BL ya 1675 
But, if they don t pull us back, I. am ure they 
Jufile us rn! and would fain if they could trip 
! 2 | 14 
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up our Heels. Beſides tis. not -our'own Cauſe 
that we plead. For we hope, our Foot flandeth 


to fupplaric us. But we are concern d. lea that 


 whith' is lame be turn d oui 1 'the Way; and they 


ſhan't (if we can help it) Rke the! kat Cattle, 
Exe. XXIV. 21. thruft with Side and with; 
Shoulder, and 5% all--the” diſcaſel voii h tbeir 
Horns, till chey þ ave "ſcattered them abroad. Our 
fear is leaſt the hay a S§tumbling- Blocd, Ar an Oc- 
2 N e oy full in their. wich BY Qbrons Ways 

their Sin and Folly; "and the Scandal 


—— — 4 thence, ' thoſe Souls ſhould periſb, for. 


which Chrif died," We 1 tit is i in their Power 
to do what 'they will with their own 3 ; and we 


don't go about (nor indeed ean we) to hinder 


em They may be as ſecretiy wicked, leud 
at u wottdhy'asithoy . v won't force them 
(they need het fear je) to an heavenly Mind, 


much leſs r Heaven againſt" cheir liking,” But 


we ld Tblige them if peſfible, to be civil 
upon 5 and let their Neighbours live by 
them if quot and pearinble Life in all Godlineſs 
and Hong To concluge; tho" they will not 

bear us Company, nor? tnend" their Paceg wel 
make them, if we can, ſtand a little out of the 


Way; that'others may have Room under them 
to go, andrhat their Footſteps ps Yip Bo e eoqodt. 


Te this I may add, rb, Julian the" Apo: 


Fate's famous Obhection; Aid will lend it to the 


Parties before mentioned; if it will help their 
Cauſe or do them any Manner of derviee. When 


20 


dreſs 


g 


in un even Place, chat. we have got pretty ſure 
Footing, and it paſſes the 'Skilb'of ſuch Whifflers- 


the Chriſtians came to kim for Juſtice aud Re- 
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d reſs of their : Wrongs, he us'd to tell them, Sirs, 
your Maſter ſet you another Leſſon: Not to re- 
e: Evil; but uheſaever ſhall ſmite. you on the 
right Cheek, turn to him the other alſo; and if any 
Man take away your Caat, to let him have your” 
Cloak alſo. And our Objectors may draw. much 
the ſame Inferencę a8 he did: Does it become 
you to tug, and contend with your. Neighbours, . 
_ make them better than they have a mind to 

This is the Doctrine 905 48, founding. 
Fon ate > in Grace, and ſuch, Honour bug ml: 
his Saints, Conſider, we muſt each of us have, 
our Turn: Vours is to come; The Rigbteaus 
Small have Dominion in the Morning, but they 
that are leud, and they that are drunk, are 
grunk, in the. Mig ht: And you will grant us ſo: 
much, that this is qur Hour and Power. of Dant- 
ag And if we are (as yeu ſay), the Men — 

or 1d, ꝛubo have our Portion in this Lyfe z, 


ſhould! you, who are not of 1 the World, whoſe 05 


tizenſbip and Converſation is in Fe ſet up 
for Controllers, 5 W Vi Lad aur o. 
Country? > 8 ne 
As to the firſt Part af the Qbjedtian, 1 ln 
This Were ſtraining paſſi ive Obedience a Peg bigh- 
er than it was ever ſet yet. *'Tis. Time enough 
for Conſcience to ſuffer, when Providence has 
brought us to ſuch a Condition; and then, we 
hope, God will give ſuch'a Meaſure of Patience, 


that we ſhall not ſhrink. from, nor ſink; under it. 


But to-ſuffer when we need not, is a Work of 
Supererogation and voluntary Humility, which 


we Proteſtants never admitted: As to giving you 


Laws | in your own Territories, we give: Jeuner 's 
1010 | ut 
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but only oblige you to keep your own Laws, \ 
thoſe to which you have either actually or virtus | 
ally conſented in Perſon, Parents, or by Proxy; } 9 
and by which you hold all your Liberties, Rights g | 
and Properties; or elſe you might be as very | 
Slaves as the French, 2 i, ORG) 5 
But, 5. It is objected by tbe ſame Perſons, that, 8 
if theſe Knight-Reformers go on at this Rate, and 
cut off all Evil. doers, (as they give out they will) 
from the City of the Lord; and pluck up every | 
Plant that their heavenly Father has not planted 3 = 
We are like to have a fine World of it indeed. | 
We ſhall all become Puritans; we ſhall have =_— 
Presbytery come in like a Flood, which is as bad | 3 
as the overflowing of Ungodlineſs ; and ten Times | 1 
worſe (in ſome Mens Account) than a Deluge of 1 
Popery. Beſides, we ſhall be nothing like the reſt = 
| of the World, (toto diviſas orbe Britannos in- 
deed, ) and as diſtant from others in Cuſtoms as 
ö in Situation. What, no Whoring, Swearing, 
i Drinking, Gaming, Sc.? What a dull Place 
would the Earth be, if Things come ta this Paſs? 
We had as lieu they ſhould ſnut us up in a Cloiſter, 
or condemn us to Purgatory. Inſtead of coming 
up to the Standard of the Age, the Beaus Eſprits, 
the gay, well-bred, polite, victorious People of 
the other Side the Channel; ſhall become like our 
poor, ſneaking, beggarly Northern Neighbours: 
of the other Side the Tweed; that is as a late O- 
, racle of our Law term'd it, (and I ſuppeſe ſome 


— — 
— 


Pg 


. of you may have heard it from his bauling Mouth) 

niveling Saints. And, if the Gentlemen at Sts 

3 Germains, with their young Maſter, ſhould ho- 

| nour vg with a Viſit (as there are many ha la- 
| our 


* 
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bour Night and Day to clear the Paſſage, and 
prepare the Way for him) they, not a ſay you; 
will be aſham'd to find how the Nation is dege- 
nerate from what their Old Maſter leſt it. We 
were then a towardly promiſing People, almoſt 
debauch'd to a perfect Ripeneſs for Papery and 


* 


Slavery, and (qudntaim nintatus ab ills Heclort / 


relapſed into the old lumpiſh Phlegmatick Spirit 
of Godline ſ and Morality. WA. a 


* 


To draw this Objection to a Point, that we may 
ſee the whole Force of it together; the Deſign 
of it is, to fright you with the formidable Bug- 
bear of Phanataciſim: But, Ihope, you hive more 
Wit than to be ſo eaſily car'd or banter'd out of 
your Reaſon and Chriſtianity-; for ſuppoſing 
this Charge were true; as it is altogether. falſe 
© and malicious there's no ſuch mighty Matter 
in it; for the Sound is more frightful by far than the 
Senſe. A Phanatick ſignifies no more than 4 
Mad. man, and that's neither & Sin nor a Scan- 
dal; not a quarter fo bad as a Rake- hell, or a Re- 
probate. Beſides, you'll have good honourable 
Company of all Ages: Hof. ix. 3. The Prophet 
1s 4 Fool, the ſpiritual Man is mad. Nay, a 
wiſer than they or Salomon either; even our great 
Maſter, in whom are hid all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge; was not only in the 

ews Account a Phanatict, but a Demoniack too; 

ohn x. 20 And many of them ſaid, He hath a 
Devil, and is nad, Why hear ye him St. Paul 
no ſooner came over from the Phariſees, but he 
became a Phanatick:;' and Feſtus was of Opini- 
on, that his phariſaical Notions were the Cauſe 
of. it, Acts xxvi. 24. And Fe/tus ſaid, with a loud 
10 N Voice; 
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Voice, Paul thou art beſides thy ſelf; much 
Learning doth make thee mad. Laſtly, All the 
Apoſtles turn'd Phanaticks at a Clap, and that, 
by thoſe very Means (ſee how Doctors differ) as 
the Jews then concluded, which our Gentlemen 
would preſcribe us, as the ſureſt Antidote to keep 
us ſound, viz. Drinking and good Fellawſhip 3 + 
and no Wonder, when this was N Abroad, 
the Multitude came together from all Quarters: 
And I fancy, ſome of our higheſt Catholicks, 
that moſt abhor a Conventicle, could diſpenſe 
with it, upon the ſame Terms; to, get their 
Mornings Draught among them. Nay, to come 
nearer Home, Archbiſhop Uber, the Glory of 
our Church, was often ſcorned as a Puritan : 
(For Phanatick is a Term of the lateſt Edition.) 
And our late excellent Primate was ſtil'd (as I 
heard) by a mighty Man of Law, 4 Phanatick 
in Laun-ſleves z and our preſent worthy Prela- 

tes, and true Fathers of the Church, are fre- 
_ quently revil'd by their very dutiful and obedient. 
Children, at the ſame Civil and Chriſtian Rate. 
Nay, tho” you you were as launch as Dr. Ham- 
mond, as high as Arch-Biſhop Laud ; while you 
are zealous for God, and eſpouſe his Cauſe, you 
ſhall be ſure to meet with the ſame Language; 
and therefore, look for no fairer Quarter at their 
Hands. But let this be your Conſolation, which 
ATi/culus often applied to himſelf, when ſcorn'd 
and reproached for his Zeal ; Si inſanimus Deo, 

&c. 77 we are beſide our ſelves ; alias, if we are 
Phanaticks, it is to God. | ; 

There is one Objection more from your Ene- 
mics Quarters, which I muſt not. paſs in filence 
TY E (though 
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(though ſcarce worth mentioning) leſt 1 mould 
icem to lay my Thumb upon what I do not like; 
and that is, concerning ſtrange Villainies practiſ'd 
by you, or thoſe whom you employ ; as if inno- 
cent Perſons had been circumvented, trick'd, tre- 
paned, and moleſted with malicious Proſecutions. 
T take this to be wholly the Forgery of the Father 
of Lies, for it bears his Image and Superſcrip- 
tion exact: For my Part, I never heard but one 
blind Story, from a Perſon of Figure indeed, but. 
greatly diſaffected you, without naming Time, 

Place, Perſons, or any other Circumſtance ; 
whence I preſently concluded, there was nothing 
in it. Wherefore I ſhall ſet this Objection aſide 
(for I think it will keep cold) till I es it made, 
or leave it to others who do know; for I know 
nothing of any ſuch Matter. | 

I have now done with your Enemies, till 1 
hear further from them. I come now, in the laſt 

Place, And then, I ſhall have done with you 
too; to the Objection of Neuters, or half or 
falſe Friends : Who thus, ſhew Cauſe why they 
don't come, and increaſe your Numbers. 

1. Then, ſay ſome, I loye to live private, and 
am not for making a Noiſe and Buſtle in the 
World. I anſwer, "If it be Fame you are afraid 
of, never trouble your Heads about that: For 
you will get no Renown in this World at leaſt 
by ſuch Adventures, take my Word for it. Rut 
the Buſtle I don't like; 7. e. If you would ſpeak 
plain, and if not, we know your Meaning ; I 
love my own Eaſe, and am for no coſtly,” dain- 
ful, or troubleſome Duties; but would, 1 s- 
ble, 80 to Heaven in a F eather- bed. our are 

much 
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much in the right on it, and do ſo by all Means, 
if you can; for Men will praiſe you when you da 
zvell to your ſelves. But I very much doubt, this 
Hope will make you aſham'd ; and therefore it 
.were better to fear in Time, le 92 a Promiſe being 
Left 4 entring into that Reſt which remaineth for 
the People of God, you ſhould any ways ſeem to 
come ſhort of it. For they that die in the Lord, 
reſt from their Labours, and their Warks follow 
them, Rev. xiv. 123. 

But, 24ly, Say others yet better affected; you 
have our good Wiſhes; our Hearts are with 
you. And pray, Why not your Hands? Tho? 
abſent in Body, we are preſent in Spirit. And 
| Pray Why not in both? IF your Heart be di- 
dided, now ſhall ye be found faulty, or at leaſt 
qardy.. But to diſcover the Weaknels of this Plea, 
apply it but to other Duties, and then ſee how it 
will hold (for this, I think, I have prov'd to be a 
Duty, and a firſt-rate Duty). We are Well- 
wiſhers to the Word; but pray have us exctis'd, 
we can't well afford a» be Hearers, much leſs 
Doers of it. We are Well-wiſhers to Prayer, 
but w ehave not Will, or Zeal to attend it, 1 


W- = a; you ſhould try, becauſe it would be a 


dangerous Experiment if it fail, whether good 
tic iſhes, without good Works, will bring you to 
leaven. 
But, 2dly, Say others, who are yet farther ad- 
vanced, and not far from the Kingdom of God. 
Yo! have our Hearts, our Prayers, nay, our Pur- 
ſes ch, according to our Ability. This, I think, 
may pad for Women, aged, ſick, or impotent 
Perſons, For it comes up to that Rule of Accep- 
. tance, 
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tance, I here there is a willing Mind, it is gccep- 
ted, (2 Cor. viii. 12.) according to that a Man 
bath, and not according ts that he hath not. But 
if you are fit for Service, as you are bound, (or 
I am mightily miſtaken) 10 glorify God in your 
Body and Spirit, which are his; and if you are 
ow” we won't take you in; pray let us have 
your Perſons too; for indeed we want Hands, 
and muſt pray you, as the Man of Macedonia 
did St. Paul, Acts xvi. 9. Come over and help us. 
Were our Companies complete, we ſhould not, 
perhaps, be in ſuch Haſte for Recruits: But the 
Miſchief on't is, the Devil, (like the French) 
carries all by Numbers; and *tis hard, with an 
Handful, to maintain our Lines, much more to 
take the F ield againſt him who attacks us with 
Hundreds of Thouſands. 

But, 4thly, Even this ſtarts another Objection, 
(and I am bound, in Conſcience, to anſwer it as 
fully as I can, becauſe ” tis one of my own ftart- 
hon, þ you have given us here (may the fearful 


and unbelieving ſay) a very formidable Account 


of the preſent Poſture of Affairs; and we have 


no Might nor Heart againſt this great Multitude ; s 7 


ſuch Intelligence is enough to make, Ezet. vii. 
17. All Hands feeble, and all Knees weak as Water: 
And to tell you the Truth, We have no Cov- 
rage enough to face ſuch a Foe : And if we de 
Cowards, 'tis not- wholly our Fault ; for who 


can help natural Temper and Complexion If 


indeed we undertook to command Fleets or Ar- 
mies, Cowardice were a Crime, -and the Da- 
ſtard, in that Caſe, is a Traitor and 2 Villain: 
But we never pretended to Feats of Cs 
an 
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and dare not ſet out for Knights-Errant, (For 
ſo, Gentlemen, I ſuppoſe you have heard the 
Sparks of the Town call you ; know to your 
Comfort, that you are dub'd for your Service, 
and the Honour of Knighthood is a preſent Re- 
ward) : Beſides, we have a Diſcharge to pro- 
duce, under the Hand and Seal of the Lord of 
Hofts himſelf, even from an Holy War, from 
coming to the help of the Lord againſt the Mighty, 
Deut. xx. 8. The Officers ſhall ſpeak unto the 
People, and ſay, What Man is there that is fear- 
ful and faint-hearted ? Let · him go and return to 
his Houſe, leaſt his Brethrens Heart faint as well 
as his Heart. 

There is a great deal, I muſt needs own, in 
this Objection; for indeed this is a frying Time, 
I mean n a military Senſe, (as the Word is us'd 


when they ſay, Tryers of the Guards) that is, an 


hectoring Time; ſuch as the P/almi/t ſeems to 
deſcribe in the lv. Fſal. which made him wiſh he 
had Wings like a Dove, to haſten his Eſcape; for 
T have ſeen, v. . Violence and Sirife in the City, 
Day and Night they go about it, &c, [Bullying is 
come to ſuch a deſperate Height, that an honeft 


Man dares not ſpeak a manifeſt Truth, nor dif= 


charge a neceſſary Duty; but he ſhall be dog'd 
y Ruffians ; and, by a baſe ſecret Revenge, 

1 on the Head, or wounded and maim'd. 

England abounds now with Italian Brauo' s; and 


what does it ſignify, that we have Laws to ſecure 


us from open Oppreſſion, if Peoples Mouths 
muſt be ſtop'd, and their Hands ty'd up even 
from their Duty, for Fear of clandeſtine Violence 


and Aga nation ? And we cannot ſerve God, or 
our 
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our Country, but we muſt have the Fate of Sir 
John Coventry before our Eyes. *Tis like you 
may have heard the Story ; however, being ſhort, 
and much to our Purpoſe, tis worth while to re- 
late it. There was a Motion made in the Low- 
er-Houſe, to ſweep. thoſe Peſtilent Vermine, the 
Players, out of their Kennel: The Court-Party 
oppes'd it, pleading their Merits, and what con- 
fiderable Service they had done the Crown, (I 
ſuppoſe ſome had fought for King Charles 1.) 
This unhappy Gentleman ſtarts a ſcurvy Que- 
ſtion, Whether the Actors or the Actreſſes had 
been ſerviceable to the Crown ? But it coſt him 
dear ; for going ſoon after, by the Horſe-Guards, 
in his Cgach, he was ſtop'd, and drag'd in, (it 
was thought his Throat was defign'd to be cut) ; 
but, upon ſecond Thoughts, they only {lit his 
Noſe ; I ſuppoſe, to ſpoil his Speech- for the fu- 
ture, that having ſuch a Defect, he might the ra- 
ther learn to keep his Tongue within his Teeth: 
And *tis likely, the Tryers of the Guards were 
ordained for this End; that they might have 
none but ſuch harden'd thorough-pac'd Brave I, 
as would boggle at nothing on this Side Hell. 
See here a Sample of French Diſcipline ; and as 
you like it, be fond of it. Now, if we adviſe 
with Fleſh and Blood upon ſuch Matters, it will 
ſuggeſt that wary Maxim, Amis v. 13. There- 
fore the Prudent hall keep Silence in that Time, 
for it is an evil Time. The Devil now, b his 
Crews, goes about like a roaring Lion, to fight 
Men out of their Duty. For beſides that, the 
Players, who ſet the Queen's Arms'on their ſcan- 


dalous Bills, and ſubſcribe themſelves, (it may 
| | be 
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be in Complement, as we do in our Letters) her 
Majeſty's Servants; are (as all the World knows) 
both Stalions and Hectors by their Calling, (and 
ſure they have not the Royal Authority for that 
too.) The Soldiers who are maintain'd with the 
Nation's Money for our Defence, are the Ter- 
ror of Her Majeſty's beſt Subjects. The Mar- 
tyrs of your Society, (for Martyrs they are, as 
good as any in the Rubrick, and their Death as 
precious in the Sight of the Lord, as even St. Ste- 
phen's, who was too in a Manner mob'd) were 
murder'd by thoſe Sons of Violence, thoſe rough 
Caterpillars, Jer. li. 27. Who are only ſkilful 
to deſtroy. 

A Neighbour of mine (who is one of you) 
ſhew'd me not long ſince a formal Declaration of 
War, ſent him by a Soldier, whom he had in- 
form'd againſt for Swearing, (tho' it was much 
in a private Sentinel, and ſomewhat more ho- 
nourable than the F reap Hector's Practice) to de- 
clare before he began Hoſtilities: The Style was 
remarkable (whether drawn up by a Secretary of 
War, or the Clerk of the Regiment, I know not; 
but thus it run, [Thou immortal informing . 
thy Days are number d, I'll ſurely be the Death of 

thee]: Are not we, n come to a fine 
Paſs, when a Subject dares not keep the Laws 

for fear of theſe Fiends? I have liv'd ſome while, 
as It were, in the Mouth of them, and fought with 
Beaſts. (as St. Paul at Epheſus) almoſt theſe four 
Years; and ſhould know ſomewhat of the Men, 
and their Communication; they ſwear and curſe. 
as duly ds they ſpeak; they ſcour the Streets at 
all Hours, of the. Wan ; PLS the Whorgs ; 


inſult, 
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Inſult, abuſe, and ſometimes murder the Watch 


and what can be done with them? Their Officers 


claim the Cognizance of the Caſe, and truly their 


Diſcipline is juſt as good as that at Doctors- Com- 
mons; and no wonder, for the Commanders are, 
many of them, more debauch'd and prophane 
than their Men. For tho' I have often heard 
of Reformadoes and reformed Officers, yet I never 
once heard of Reformers amongſt them ; nor as 
long as I have been acquainted with you, did I 
ever ſee any of that Cloath ; nor, indeed, many 
of my own in your Societies. 


hut all this is no News, for Soldiers and Blades 
of the Town to be Hectors; but ſo general is 


the Contagion of late, that Magiſtrates, Gen- 


tlemen of the long Robe, Phyſicians, nay, and 


Miniſters are Bullies too as if they ſtrove who 
ſhould be foremoſt in. the French Mode, to pleaſe 
their new expected Maſters. Is it not a burning 
Shame in a Chriſtian, a reformed Kingdom (what 


Pagan Rome would have bluſh'd at, and Cato or 


Tully have cry'd, O Tempora ! O ores ! ) That 
a Son of Violence, a Man of the Sword, ſhould 
fit in one of our higheſt Courts of Juſtice, in an 
Office ſo nearly related to the Crown and the 


Peace, (as it were to brave the Nation, and bid / 


them expect Juſtice there, if they dare) after 
having ſo inſolently broke the Peace, contemn'd 
the Laws, and defil'd the Crown; by challen- 
ging, abuſing, aſſaulting, and outraging, (and 


that in Ve minſter- Hall, within Sight of ſo ma- 


ny Courts of Juſtice) one of the worthie 2 
tlemen for Learning, Piety, and true 


that this * can boaſt of; Li Membe? of Par- 
lament * 
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liament, (and what is more honourable in the 
Sight of God) an active, and very valuable 
Member of your Societies; becauſe, he durſt not 
defy God and the Government, and go the ſhort- 
eſt Way to Hell; or, perhaps, becauſe he did not 


| underſtand a Sword ſo well as himſelf. It is not 
unlikely, he, or Ruffians for him, may ſerve me 


ſo too : But, I thank God, I am Bully- Proof, 
and fear no Hectors, by what Name or Title ſo- 
ever dignified or diſtinguiſh' d. 5 

Hence we may fee; there is % 4 Cauſe 
for that Charge from God, Only be 
thou very courageous, that — Nay gods 7 ol forve to do 
according to all the Law, &c. When to keep the 


Law is as much as a Man's Life is worth. 


But ſtill this is no juſt Excuſe for Cowardice, 
in the Diſcharge of our Duty; but only ſhews 
the Neceflity of C ourage ; which is to be had as 

well as Wiſdom, or any other Grace, for aſk- 
ing. And St. Paul, who had fo often paſt the 
Pikes, declares, I can do all Things, Philip. iv. 
13. through Chriſt which ſtrengtbneth me. O- 


therwiſe it would be very hard for the frarful to 


be put into that Black-lift, or rather dead War- 
rant; Rev. xxi. 8. eſpecially fince being ſtout- 
hearted, commonly makes Men far from Righ- 


1eouſneſs 


But after all, the Trial is not ſo fierce and fi- 
ery as ſome may fancy ; theſe bluſtering Blades 


are nothing near fo terrible as an Army with Ban- 


ners; nor do their big felling Words ſound fo 
loud as a Cannon, or a Mortar. And if it ſhould 
be your Lot v0 be preſs'd or trepanned (as ſome 


have been; for there's 8 in all Trades) into 


the 


- 
— 
- 
— — 
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the Fleet or Army, you muſt have far greater 
Terrors ſet in array againſt you: Which, yet ſome 
voluntarily encounter for a vain Notion of Ho- 
nour; and others for Eight-pence a-Day : But 
the Captain of your Salvation will give you other 
guiſe Pay and Preferment. Beſides, ho is he 
that ſhall harm you, if ye be Followers of that which 
rs good? The Devil is an arrant Coward ; face 
him, and he flees ; and all his Vaſſals are like him: 
Sin is weak as Water; and Guilt will tremble as 
the Sound of a ſhaken Leaf; and the Wicked flee when 
none purſues, They are ſturdy Rebels indeed a- 
gainſt God, but mere Slaves to Man; and thro? 
fear of Death, are all their Life-time ſubject to 
Bondage. They know, if they die in the Fray, they 
are damn'd ; as a great Dueller frankly confeſs'd 
to me, That he never entred the Devil's Liſts, 
(which he had often done) but with this full Per- 
ſwaſion; that if he loſt his Life, his Soul was un- 
done for ever. Only Confidence in his Skill, and 
the Fear of being poſted, (and as his Expreſſion 
was) piſs'd on, (perhaps, with the Help of Bran- 
dy or Opium) buoy'd up his Spirits from ſink- 
ing. So that their Bravery is indeed nothing elſe 
but a baſer Sort of Fear, or Cowardice in ano- 
ther Dreſs. | 
But if God ſhould honour you with the lay- 
ing down your Lives in this glorious Cauſe : If t 
you it ſhould be given, (and a ſignal Favour it is) 
not only, to ſtrive againſt Sin, but to reſiſt unto 
Blood ; (the Rules before laid down, as to your 
State and Life, being firſt obſerv'd) I can, upon 
better Warrant, paſs my Word, than one is faid to 
have done to the Soldiers in the Veſt, my Soul 


for 
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for yours, ye ſhall be with Chriſt the ſame Day 
in Paradiſe ; and with the noble Army of Mar- 
tyrs, praiſe him for ever. 

But now, 5thly, comes an ObjeQton that re- 
quires Courage on my Part; (and I bleſs God, he 
has given it me): For I forſee it will diſturb a 
Waſp's Net, and I expect to have them buzzing 


toward the Door; but yet I cannot baulk it, with- 


out Injury to God and Truth. For, when we 
exhort ſome People to be zealouſly affected in 
this good Matter, they cannot deny the Good- 
neſs of it ; but they are (it ſeems) pre-engag'd. 
A civil Anſwer, and ſatisfactory too, if it were 
ſound : Their Zeal is all beſpoke, and they have 
none to ſpare for this Service ; becauſe it is all 
taken up already for the Church; and they muſt 
not have too many Irons in the Fire, leaſt ſome 
of them cool. But ſure the Church may ſtay a 
little, till God is ſerv'd; for after him, is Man- 
ners; ſuppoſing both Intereſts could not be car- 
ried on together. 

Now, the Stumbling-block that theſe Gentle- 
men ſeem to ſtart at, is your Name of Reform- 
ers; and I could almoſt wiſh (but now tis too 
late to change it) that you had pitch'd upon ſome 
other, eee zor, that 7/a. lviii. 12. Reftorers 
of Paths to dwell in, this had been as proper as 
any; for truly there had been no Place for Piety, 


no living in the World, if ſome ſuch Courſe had 


not been taken. The Name of Reformation, 
they apprehend, threatens the Church, becauſe 
it made ſuch a Change in it an Age and a Half 


ago; and they fear, we intend ſome new Alte- 


rations. Whereas, God knows, we think it e- 
nough 


| 
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nough (and more than we can compaſs) to re- 
form the Streets, the Markets, the Taverns, and 
eſpecially the Play-houſes ; and ſure none of theſe 
are holy Ground. I would not be miſtaken (but 
I greatly fear I ſhall). A true hearty Friend of 
the Church, I entirely love and honour : But it 
provokes me beyond all Patience, and tis enough 
zo make even a wiſe Man mad, to hear a Com- 
pany of Miſcreants, as wicked almoſt as the De- 
vil could with to have them, not only ur, but 
engroſs the Church, as if it were their Eucloſure; 
and all beſides were Heathen Men and Publicans; 
whereas they ſay, they gre Jews, and are not; but 
do lye, and really belong to the Synagogue of Satan; 
and care not a Ruſh, if all the Churches in Town 
were in the State of 62, St. Pauls, and the Abbey. 
not excepted ; ſo their to Cathedrals in Drury- 
Lane, and Lincolns-Inn-Fields, were but ſafe 
the ſweet Singers and Anthems of which, charm 
them far more, and raiſe a briſker Devotion, 
than all the Quires in Chriſtendom. | | 
I would not have you think, that I ſpeak here 
withaut Book, tho' I preach without Notes; for 
J have met with this Anſwer both in Town and 
N again and again; when I have reprov'd 
ots, Swearers, &c. (eſpecially when they have 
been mellow, or rather maudlin, as they call it) 
I am for the Church, I love the Church at my 
Heart. Whether they mean it, by way of Pri- 
vilege, that they have a Church Licence for their 
Crimes, or by way of Atonement, that this their 
Zeal makes an Amends for their Miſdeaman- 
nours, I never ſtood to enquire ; For ſuch Im- 
pudence, I confeſs, puts me to a Nonplus, * 
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all the Reply I can make is, I am ſorry for it ; 
but whilſt you are ſuch unruly Members, the 
Church (if I know any Thing of her Mind) had 
rather have your Room than your Company. 
Now I love, as my Soul, to uncaſe an Hypocrite, 
(and am content, if I prove ſuch, to be fery'd 
ſo myſelf) eſpecially ſuch bold brazen Hypo- 
crites, who would face the World down, againſt 
all Senſe and Reaſon, and even Matter of Fact, 
that they do, or can love any Church at all, 
Haters of God, and Lauers of the Church, one 
would think were a Riddle, if not a Contradicti- 
on; and yet tis an exceeding common Caſe now 
a-Days : Therefore I proceed to enquire what 
they mean by the Church ; but this touches upon 
a Sore, and they preſently grow ſoure or ſullen; 
and I could never yet ſee any of theſe Gentle» 
men Maſters of ſo much Temper, as to give a 
Man a civil Anſwer, ar let one into their Mean- 
ing; and, I hope, this publick Query may procure 
another Letter from the Living to the Living, by 
their principal Secretary, or ſome abler Hand ta 
Clear up the Point, for the World's Satisfaction 
For their Church hitherto, and the Atheis Na- 
ture, are Words unutterable, Terms too high ta 
be explained ; Subjects that can neither be ſeen, 
felt, heard, nor underſtood; and unlefs they will 
define their Sh:bboleth, or (if they were not pro- 
feſs'd Enemies to Canting, of all Things in the 
World) I could find in my Heart to call it their 
Cant : We muſt be left in the Dark, and know 
not how to follow them, though we would ne- 
ver fo fain; For if the Word be ambiguous, and 
the Trumpet give an uncertain Sound, who can 

8 | Pre- 
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prepare himſelf to the Battle? But, to give 
them their Due, I never hear the Church of God 
or Chriſt, here they are wondrous tender of ta- 
king thoſe ſacred Names in vain ; though in other 
Diſcourſe they make one Word in Five ; no, nor 
the Protęſtant or Reformed Church, but only the 
Church; it may be the Church of Pre/ter-Fohn, 
or the Mufti, for any Account we can get from 
them. a 
Wherefore, ſuppoſing they mean the Church 
of England, let us proceed to pick out their Senſe 
by the beſt Light we have, till they'll be pleas'd 
to afford us a better. I have ſo much Charity 
for them, as to conclude, they cannot.be ſo groſs 
in their Notions, as to look no farther than the 
Walls and the Glebe ; (though ſome too are ſot- 
tiſh enough to ſtick even here.) Well then, do 
they mean by the Church, the Heads or Rulers 
of it, (as we commonly mean, when we ſay the 
Government) God be prais'd, it was never better 
headed, thoſe Chairs never better fill'd fince 
England was a Nation ; but God grant they may 
never be worſe, and no ſober Man, I believe, 
will complain : But theſe Gentlemen are quite 
of another Mind, and what they ſay of their /p:- 
ritual Fathers, is too well known, and unfit for 
this Place. Well then, to proceed, do they 
mean by the Church the Articles of Religion? 
(that's the uſual Standard to judge 'of a Church 
by) viz. the Confeſſion of their Faith ? No, 
theſe will not do. There are four or five of 
them, and amongſt the reſt one terrible lon 
one, as long as four others, with a Name ws 
as unſizeable as Latitudinarianiſm, which look 
: too 
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too much Geneva-ward, to ſuit the Genius of 
our ſuperfine improv'd Arminian Age. Our ho- 
neſt Forefathers, the Biſhops and Dignitaries at 
the Synod of Dort, condemned the Arminian 
Tenets as manifeſt Errors; and our Parliament, 
in 1627, or thereabouts, complain'd of the In- 
creaſe of Papiſts and Arminians, among their 
Grievances, or the growing Evils of the Age, 
which called for a ſpeedy Redreſs; but tempora 


mutantur, &c, our new Church-Champion, if I 
don't miſtake him, can ſee no Reaſon why the 


Scriptures ſhould not be taken in an Arminian 
Senſe : We are ſorry for that, but can't help it, 
only we pray that God would bleſs his Eye- ſight. 
To proceed in our Queſt, Do they mean by the 
Church the Canons or Homilies? (theſe our 
Gentlemen know juſt as much of, as the Twelve 
Tables at Rome, or the Laws of the Medes and 
Perſians) not one of the Laity in ten. has ever 
ſeen them, and ſcarce one in Five hundred has 
read them through ; and if they had, they would 
find the Doctrine of the one too ſound, and old- 
faſhion'd; and the Diſcipline of the other too 
ſtrict and preciſe for their Turn; and we ſhould 
quickly have them in another Tune. Well then, 
is it the Liturgy ? (for there's nothing elſe left 


to ſerve for their Standard.) Alas J this has too 
much of Scripture, too many P/alms and Leſſons 


for their nice Palates, and muſt be dreſs'd, and 
diſh'd up with exquiſite Muſick, to make it go 
down with them; and as much as they pretend 
to admire it, (for it is all Over-pretence) they 


very ſeldom come at it; but that may be, leſt too 
much Familiarity breed Contempt, and becauſe 


Admi- 


Admiration is beſt kept up at a Diſtance, One 
of theſe Zealots, who /eem'd to be a Pillar, could, 
Hotwithſtanding his great Reſpect, (if the World 
has not wrong'd him) in the Midſt of his Devo- 
tion, ſure it was not a ſudden Rapture of divine 
Love, turn the moſt excellent Part of it into a 
Jeud blaſphemous Jeſt; and ll undertake, you 
may ſind theſe bleſſed Churchmen five Times at 
a Play, and ten Times at a Tavern, for onee at 
divine Service. I ſuppoſe, you know the new 
Diſtinction (*tis' a nice one, and ſuch, as Scotus 
and Aquinas, with all their Subtility, could ne- 
ver hit on) of the Church, and for the Church, 
one comes conſtantly to Church, Morning and 
Afternoon; he is with us, but yet againſt us, or 
not heartily for us; another comes once ſin a 
Moon, and then it may be half Drunk, and 
ſmells ſo ſtrong of Brandy, not one can fit near 
him, and ſo takes up the Room of two better 
than himſelf, (this is all the Church gets by him) 
and yet he is violently for the Church : Hic vir, 
hic eſt, this is the Man for their Turn. Indeed, 
to be too conſtant and ſerious in all its Ordinan- 
ces, eſpecially, if for two Sermons in a Day, is 
with them an ill Sign, it has a phanatick Aſpert ; 
ard if they would venture to ſpeak out, this is 
their Senfe at the Bottom : He drives the Point 
too far, he's in good Harngſt for the Ghurch, he's 
a dangerous Perſon. | 
To ſum up our Evidence; theſe Gentlemen's 
Churchſhiþ is not to be found in the Book of Ar- 
ticles, of Canons, of Homilies, nor of Common- 
Prayer, nor in any Book that I know of, but, 
what I never could ſee, nor can fay any Thing 
| toz 
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tas the Book of Sports. Yes, there's one Book 


all over Canonical, and with them the Pillar 
and Ground of Truth ; the Author of it came 
to an ill End, but Bis Eat wane according to his 
IPurks, for the Devil had never a more ſervice- 


able Tool, and that is Hudibras,; ; one Canto of 


which, in their Account, is worth all the Cant 
of St. Paul's, Epiſtles; and Pye known ſomes 
who were . train'd., up for Champions, . have got 
every Line of Hudibras by Heart, before they 
could ſay one Chapter 0 4 the Bible, or had read 
it perhaps as far as Exodus., And no Wonder if 
it were had in ſuch hich Eſteem, when a Deſen- 
der of the Faith declared at the Council- Table, 
it was the beſt Book that ever was printed; and 


yet 1 think the Bible had then paſs' d the Pre. 


To conclude, The Scrutiny of a Churchman 
is made now a- days, by a few upſtart, paultry 
Terms and Uſages; of which; with my beſt 


Eyes, I never could ſee the leaſt Hint or Men- 


tion in all the Canons, Rubricks; Rituals; nor 
any publick authentick Inſtrument of the Church 
whatſoever, and I think I am reaſonably well 
read in them in all; and the whole World knows, 
we hold no »nwritten Traditions, but uſe this 
as one of our beſt Pleas againſt the Papiſis; That 
we deal above board, and let every one-fairly ſee 
in Black and White, to what they muſt conform. 
Now theſe new Marks of Church-Memberſhip, 
which ſerve as Tz ts or Criterions to find out a 
phanatich Molf in a, s Clothing, are thelc 


* follow. 
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1. To call the Communion-Table an Altar, 
which ſuppoſes a Sacrifice; and I never heard of 
any outward Sacrifice among Chriſtians, but that 
of the Maſs. | 

2. Conformably to this Term, to make a pro- 
found Reverence or Congee to, or toward it, 
which, by the Way, is far more reaſonable in 
the Church e Rome, for they have ſomething to 
plead in its Defence, viz. That they have their 
God before them in the Pixis, as a preſent Ob- 
ject of their Devotion. I have been very inqui- 
ſitive about the true Riſe and Reaſon of this Pra- 
Etice ; but how, or when it came up, I could 
never get an Account, nor indeed any other, 
but this, from the moſt Learned and Judicious 
of my Acquaintance, That tis a laudable Cu- 

om. 
To turn their Faces toward the Eaſ when 


they repeat the Creed, and many, when they | 


perform other Parts of their Devotion; for 
which the only Precedents, I can meet with, are 

thoſe Twenty five Men, whom the Prophet E- 
zekiel taught, Exel. viii. 16. (and I think he 


does not much commend them for it) With 


their Backs toward the Temple of the Lord, and 
their Faces toward the Eaſt; but they had ſome 
Reaſon on their Side, for it ſeems they were wor- 
ſhipping the Sun. . 

Upon Pain of Phanaticiſm, to call ua 
Chriftian Sabbath by no other, but the old Hea- 
theniſb Name of Sunday, and accordingly make 
as Heatheniſh an Uſe of it ; to ſcruple no Viſits, 
Journeys, Diverſions, &c. but to end it at 
Noon; for a Sabbatarian, tis well known, 5 > 
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of all others, the ranke/t Phanatich. I ſuppoſe, 


*twas in the Strength of this Church-Principle, 


that ſome great Patriots and Pillars of the Church, 

(whom I "happen'd lately to over-hear compa- 
ring Notes) had been late at a Tavern on a Sun- 
day-Night, in a cloſe Conſult, for ſecuring the 
Church ; and, by good Token, one of them 
went away without paying the Reckoning. 

5. Of late, to vilify the Memory of King 
William, and throw all the Dirt upon him 
they can, of which I haye, to my Sorrow, too 
abundant Proof; yet, I take him to be the beſt 


Friend the Church of England has had for at 
leaſt Fifty Vears before; perhaps, ſince the Con- 


queſt: Notwithſtanding that perillous Innovation, 
not in the Church, but in his own Chapel, as 
ſure he might do what Be would 5 in his own, of 
having the Zitany, and other Prayers, rather 
ſaid and ſung : For I defy Malice itſelf to prove 


any other Invaſion or Encroachment upon the 


Church againſt him. 
6. What 1 know not well, whether it bl a 


a civil or ſacred Teſt, (a ſacred it ſhould be, 


þy being conſtantly uncovered at it) and whether 
it requires cenſtant or but occaſional Conformity, 
T leave to the Learned to drink the Church's 

Health ; and I ſuppoſe, the Rule is, as in other 


Caſes, Fill as ye love her; and ſhe ſays, as Cant. 
v. 1. O Friends, drink, yea drink abundantly. 


Now I muſt confeſs, this is no rigid Te, if the 
Liquor be good; nay, I'II grant *tis a pleaſant, 
and agreeable, but, in my Mind, no very rea- 
ſonable nor acceptable Service : When I know 
the Mind of Chriſt farther about it, I ſhall 9 
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dily alter my own. Now, if ſuch Prin- Oęfr- 
ings may paſs for Devotion, we need not com- 


paſs Sed and Land to gain Profelytes ; for PII 
undertake for enow, who (put only Tavern for 


Temple) ſhall vye with holy Anna for Perſeve- 


rance, and, like her, never depart from their 
Devotions, but ict to them Night and Day. 
Now, twould be fair to let the World know 
in what Part of all our Conſtitutions, theſe Du- 
ties are to be found ; for to father, or rather 


mother their ſpurious Brats, on the Church, and : 


lay them at her Door, who no where owns them 
for her's ; and then to fall foul upon others, and 


call them all to nought, for not taking them for ; 


genuine and legitimate ; when they themſelves 
cannot aſſign the Time or Place of their Birth, 
or ſhew ſo much as their Names in the Church- 
Regiſter ; this appears to me the very Heighth 


of Arbitrary Power, and Injuſtice. ; 
Now, I don't think myſelf bound to regard 


the Dead; and others make fine Apoſtrophe's to 


every new Whim, at leaft till the publick Im- 
primatur be ſet to it: If ſome People advance 
new Notions of a Middle State, and Prayers for 


Saints, which ſome would be ready to call Pray- 
ers, and then to bring their own Conceits into 


Vogue, cry, The Church, the Church; J can't 


apprehend myſelf bound, by virtue of Canonical 


Obedience, to follow the Cry. I owe Obedience 


to my lawful Superiors both in Church and State, 


ſo nothing ſinful be enjoin'd ; but ſtill I have fo 


much Wit as to diſtinguiſh between Divine and 


Human, between Canon and Canon; that of 


Ser ipture and that of Convocation; and to pay 


the 
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the juſt and proper Deference to each; and not 


to give unto Cz/ar, 'no, nor St. Peter neither, 
the Things that are God's, © © © oo ow 
It has been my hard Lot to be miſrepreſented 
of late to ſome of our Eccleſiaſtical Governors, 
upon the /ixth Article, tbe Church's Health, 
tho” with very falſe and unfair Aggravations, as 
a Back-Friend, or a ſly Enemy to the Church, 
though none that know me will lay Craft or 


Diſſembling to my Charge; whereas, I think 


myſelf a better Friend to it than my Accuſers : 
I have done it ſome little Serv ice, I have brought 


Tome to a better Opinion of it, and I think I neꝰ er 
brought any Scandal upon it: I never was charg'd, 


in above a Dozen Years, with any the leaſt Con- 


tempt, or Failure of Duty; I never got one 


Penny by't, and I'm perſuaded, never ſhall, nor 


indeed by any Party whatſoever. But I wiſh an 
 Ethioþ ; for it will be reply'd, Out of thine own 


Mouth will we judge thee ; this tedious canting 


 Harangue is as ſure a Sign of a Phanatich, 28 


as Lord] was with Biſhop Gardiner, Symbo- 


lum Hereticorum, the Mark of an Heretick. 


I may ſeem perhaps to ſome, in anſwering 
theſe Objections, not ſerious enough, or rather 
light and jocular ; and that, the Whole is more 


ke a Satyr than a Sermon; but I take that Text 
Prov. xxvi. 5. Anſwer a Fool according to his 


Folly, left he be wiſe in his own Conceit, to be 
more than a Counſel, even an expreſs Command. 


And I have the Example of Elijab, 1 Kings 


Xviii. 27. And Elijah mocked them and ſaid, Cry 


aloud : For he is a God, either he is talking, or 
he is purſuing,” or in a Fourney, or, peradven- 


ture, 
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ture, he fleepeth, and muſt be waked. No one 
ſuppoſes him here to be ſtrictly ſerious, or, but 


a little ſatyrical ; nay, it is perhaps, the ſharpeſt 


Irony or Sarcaſm rather, we ever met with; 


and ſharper than the Knives and Lances where- 


with his Adverſaries cut themſelves. If we Fight 
not ſuch Antagoniſts with there own Weapons, 


there is no End: For Scoff and Banter is the 
Whole of their Argument; and, if we offer 
them any Thing ſerious, they have a ſpeedy Re- 
ply to turn it all in to Burleſgue; tho?, if they 
would uſe the utmoſt Gravity, the Subject will 
not bear it: And to be ſerious about a trifling 


poſſible, | 
I come now to the Jaſt Objection, which I 


purpoſely kept to bring up the Rear, becauſe I 1 


muſt Debate a little with you upon it ; and here 
J ſhall be truly ſerious, as the Subject requires. 
Tis ſaid, your Work ſeems at a Stand; nay, 


ſome give out, (but I hope, they'll be found Li- 


ars) that there's little or nothing done now a- 


days in it, but hearing Reformations Sermons : 
That there's a viſible Abatement of Succeſs can't 
be denied, unleſs we will give all our Senſes the 


Lie ; and, if my Eyes and Ears are my own, 
(and I do ſometimes look abroad in the World) 
Things are not Right, nor as they uſed to be. 
The two Ends of the Town were always very 


looſe, and I'm afraid always will be; for, when 
Seamen and Soldiers, Footmen and Players be- 


gin to reform, I ſhall be apt to conclude the 
orld's near an End : But, the City is us'd to 
be more ſober and civiliz'd ; I could have gone 

| ome 


Impertinence, is not only abſurd, but almoſt im- 
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fome while ſince, from the Tower to the Tem- 


ple, without hearing an Oath: But now, they 
are almoſt as rife as in the Suburbs, however, 
much rifer than they were. Pray, Gentlemen, 


where muſt the Stoppage ly, for a Stoppage there 
is, or Wickedneſs could not ſo ſtrangely and 
ſuddenly overflow? 1 dare not look up to the 
higher Powers; King Amaxiab has taught me 
better Manners, 2 Chr. xxv. 16. Art thou made 
of the King's Council? Forbear, why ſbouldſt thou 
be ſmitten ? And another Amaziah. (tho* not of 
the ſame Dignity ) has backed it with a like Ad- 
vice, Hof. vii. 12. O thou Seer, flee unto the 


| Land of Judah, and there eat Bread] &c. It is 
dangerous meddling with thoſe above us ; but I 


hope, a modeft Enquiry may give no Offence : 


As to Her Majeſty ; *tis plain, ſhe has done her 


Part, ſhe has ſent forth Precept upon Precept, 
Proclamation upon Proclamation, and ſtrictly 
charg'd them to be executed with Vigour. Is the 


Failure in the ſubordinate Magiſtrate? God for- 


bid. Tis true, we have had a great and ſurpri- 


ſing Alteration made amongſt them; but we 


muſt ſuppoſe for the better, and not for the 
worſe: Or why was it made? We ſhould always 
preſume, there are good Reaſons, for what our 
Governors do, tho' we are not able to conceive 
them, for the Hearts of Kings is unſearchable. 
The Fault therefore, Gentlemen, muſt ly at 
your Door; and clear your ſelves of it as well as 
you can: I am afraid, you are grown weary of 


MWell- doing, and begin to faint in your Minds; 


that you have ſunk under Diſcouragments, and 


But 
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But you'd ſay, if you durſt, 7s there not a Cauſe? 
Ay, that there is, and a manifeſt one too; if 


any one had the Courage to declare it. Come, 


Gentlemen, to be plain with you; ye have made 


many admirable Sermons. But, *tis not every 


one, that dares tell you the Truth; but, God be 
praiſed, I dare ſpeak the boldeſt Truth; and 
that, before the haughtieſt Worm, or the prou- 
deſt Aſſembly of treacherous Men under the Sun, 
The Caſe is this, and it can't be hid, tho? ſome 


think it ſhould .not be ſhewn, but 1 am not of 


their Mind: Your are foully trick'd and abus'd, 
you are fed with fair Hopes, and amus'd with 
goodly Pretences 3 yet nothing is done, nor in- 
tended to be done in your Favour, but much to 
oppoſe you. In the mean while, your Money 

is ſpent, your Time waſted, your zealous En- 
Ks corn'd, hated and "ridicul d; your At- 
tempts baffled, your Perſons affronted, inſulted, 
aſſaulted; your Lives threatned, and often en- 
danger'd ;- and this not only connived at, but ſe- 


cretly encouraged. 


Theſe, you'll fay, are ſtrange 3 
but no more ſtrange than true; and what 1 have 


ſaid, Tl ſtand to: Let, Who dare call me to a 


publick Account for it, aſſoon as they pleaſe, I 
{hall be forth-coming ; and then, they may hear 
a little more of my Mind; and more perhaps, 
than they'll be willing to hear; I know my Com- 
miſſion, and Call from God; to the Service of 
this Day; and can prove it, it need be. Exzek. 
li. 6, 7. Tho” Briars and Thorns be with thee, and 
thou doſt dwell among Scorpions, be not afraid of 
their Wards, nor be diſmayed. at their Looks; 
th 
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tho" they be a rebellious Houſe. And thou ſbalt 
ſpeak my Wards unts them, whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear ; for they are 
moſt rebellious. Come, God will not be mock- © 
ed; and Truth muſt be ſpoken where he is con- 
cerned : (For, as to the State-Matters; I never 
trouble my Head) and ſhall be ſpoken while I 
have a Tongue, tho' all the Devils in Hell, and 
Incarnate conſpire to ſtifle it; nay, tho? I were 
ſure to be cudgell'd or coventried, or have my 
Throat cut the next Hour: I'll go one Step fur- 
ther, 'thro* Chriſt who ſtrengthneth me; tho' I 
were ſure, as that glorious Miirtyr, Monſieur 
Brouſſon, (by that expreſs Image of Satan, the 
King over all the Ghildren of Pride, that Prince 
of Bullies, Hector le Grand; for Hectors are al- 
ways both Cowards and cruel) who would not 


leave one Grain of Liberty or Piety in the 


World, to be broken on a Wheel. And, who 
knows how ſoen I may fall into his Hands? For, 
there are many amongſt us, who would ſell their 


Prince, their Country, their Church, their Souls; 


(thoſe they'd ſell for Sixpence; for they don't be- 
lieve they have any) to bring his Iron Yoke upon 
our Necks ; if it were but to be no more plagu'd 
with Reformation, Them they know, Claret will 


be cheap, French Whores will abound; which 


will ſink the Price; and he'll give them Leave to 
be as wicked as they pleafe, which is all they 
want; ſo they but acknowledge his Will for 
Supreme; and fall down and worſhip the golden 
Image which he has ſet up. And he is as truly wor- 
ſhipp'd, as any of the Roman, Heathen, Empe= 
rers : For, beſides, what I have often: heard, 

tt that 


that the Officers, and others, when they mount 
the Guards, pay their Devoirs to his Statue: A 
Gentleman ſhewed me, not long ſince, an In- 
ſcription taken off his Statue at Arles, which is, 
as rank Blaſphemy as ever Nebuchadnezzar or 
Nero were g ilty of. Imperatiriæ Ludovici XIV. 
Aajeſtati, Z conicum hoc Simulacrum, quaſs Præ- 
| ſens Numen ſuſpiceret, Ciuitas Arelatenſis, Sena- 
tus Conſulto publice coli juſſit: We may render it, 
tho? not exactly, thus, J the Imperial Majeſty 
of Lewis XIV. The City of Arles, by a De- 
cree of Parliament, has commanded this Statue, 
bearing His Reſemblance, as they look up te a 
preſent Deity, to be publicity worſhiped. 
The World is not blind, tho' through Fear it 
be dumb; every one feces which way Things go, 
tho' moit think it Wiſdom to hear and ſee, and 
ſay c ; but cur Charge runs otherwiſe, 
tha. Ivin. 1. Cry aloud, ſpare mot, Lal. thy 
Voce like a e, and ſhetu my Pale « their 
Tranſgreſſiuns. And, I hope, 1 may add in choſe 
Words of the Prophet Micah (for Soripture may 
be quoted without Offence ; and if it happen to 
hit the Caſe too exactly, we can't help that) iii. 
8, 9. But truly I am full of Power by the Spirst of 
the Lord, and of Fudgment, and of Might; to . 
declare unto Facob his Tranſgrefſeons, and That 
his Sin. Hear this I pray you; ye Heads of the 
Heuſe of Facob ------that abhbor Tudgment, and 
pervert all Equity, Who don't know how ma- 
ny bitter Enemies of Godlincſs, obſtinate Non- 
jurors, and reputed Friends of the French, (for 
that Tr: eple-League between Rome, Prancy and 
Hell; that threefuld Cord, can never be untwiſt- 
ed, 
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ed, tho*, I hope, it will he broken) are in Places 
of publick Truft ; for Places of Profit only I 
thould never grudge them, ſo it be not their 
Power to ſell and betray us? How many grave, 
ſober, pious Magiſtrates, Men that ſear d God, 
and hated Sin, have been put out of Commiſſion, 


and their Places fill'd up with wild, debauched, 


hectoring Blades, who ſwear, and drink, and 


game; whom, when you, Gentlemen, have 


hunted from Bowling-Green to Tavern, to give 


Information againſt Offenders, they ſhall curſe 
you for vat Phanatical Dogs; and if you 
preſs the Point upon them, ſhall cane you, or 
draw upon you, or expoſe you to the Scorn and 
Rage of the Rabble, There are ſome Counties, 
where for many Miles round, they are in the 
_ fame State as Laiſb, Judg. xviii. 7. There was 
1 Magiftrate in the Land that might put them 

0 Barks in any Thing, unleſs for diſcharging 


their Duty to God; and for this, they will ſhame 


them abundantly. I know where one of theſe 
egregious Magiſtrates, and bleſſed Guardians of 
the Peace, not long ſince rode on Horſe-back 
drunk into a Meeting-Houſe, and aſk'd them, 


What they did there worſhipping the Devil? But 


never was call'd to an Account for the Riot. I 
was further aſſur d by a Perſon of Note, (whom 
Ill name when call'd to it) That one, at the 
Top of the Law, declared you were a Publick 
Nuiſance; a Nuiſance ye are indeed, to the De- 
vil and his Party; the greateſt they were ever 


d with fince Chriſt and his Apoſtles were 


pl L 

ee and I truſt you will be a greater ſtill; 
but ye are unto God, 2 Cor. ii. 15. A ſweet Sa- 
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vour of Chriſt in them that are ſav'd, and in them 


that periſh, You are at vaſt Expence to proſe- 
cute Players for their monſtrous Prophaneneſs: 
But- don't miſtake your ſelves, they have more 
Friends-in Court than you ; they have Council 
to plead for them without Fee ; they have the 
Advantage of any Slip or Error in the Indictment, 


not only allow'd, but ſhewn them too; (and 


perhaps he that draws it up for you may betray 
you) and if they are convicted (becauſe ſome- 
times there is no Evaſion without throwing off 
the Vizor, and there is a Time for all Things) - 
they have enow ready to make a Purſe, and pay 
their Fine. For Fine is Penalty enough for ſuch 
penny venial Crimes as Blaſphemy, and abomi- 
nable Idolatries, in ſwearing by, and adoring 
Heathen Gods, that is, Devils; who are as much 
pleas'd with this Homage, as that of the ancient 
Pagans. Thoſe honourable Perſons muſt not be 
pillory'd, it would ſpoil their Reputation; and 
they would not appear afterwards with a good 
Grace on the Stage; and ſo the Town would 
ſuffer in its deare/t Diverſions, Open Wars a- 
gainſt God and Chriſt, and good Manners, ſtabs 


at the very Heart of Religion, have no Specie of 


Sedition, but are (I warrant) conſiſtent with 
Loyalty (and you may remember the Time, if 
you don't, I do, when Leudneſs and: Loyalty 
were made, by ſome, the whole Duty of Man). 
That Guilt and Penalty belongs to thoſe raſh un- 


wary Zealots who have no more Wit and Man- 


ners than to tell Tales; and knows more than 
their Betters would have them. It is not long 
ſince I had Occaſion to wait upon one who is 


now 
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now in a high Poſt of Juſtice, and I found him 


drinking, and moſt familiarly converſing with a 


very infamous Player : And ſuch a Magiſtrate is 
like to be hearty in bringing Boſom-Friends to 
condign Puniſhment. * 

I'll fay no more, for J have ſaid enough alrea- 
dy, till Authority ſhall queſtion me for what I 


have ſaid, I ſhall only make this ſhort Applica- 


tion, and I pray remember it; for there may be 
ſomething in it, and more than every one ima- 
gines. God has been mock'd, abominably mock- 
ed, and he has highly reſented it, and ſhewn his 
Reſentment : He has loudly warned us by a 


Noiſe from Heaven; A Voice full of Terror and 
| Majeſty, the late dreadful and unexpected Storm. 
He has been mock'd again ſince that; mock'd 


the ſame Day, by falſe, feigned Pretences of 


Zeal for him; when all was directly levell'd a- 


gainſt him; mock'd ſoon after by that Aſſembly 
of Moc fers, the Players, in their Macbeth, and 
Tempeſt. He ſeems to put up the Affront, and 
waits, that he may be gracious to us; and, I con- 
ceive, he may warn you once more by me, that 


pe be no more Mackers, left your Bonds be made 


ſtrong. But beware of the third Time; for if 
he ſpeaks again, I'm afraid, he'll ſpeak with a 
Vengeance. | 

I am ſenſible, I have ſaid enough to bring 
down an Hurricane upon my own Head; and 
let it fall when and how it will, my Heart is fix d, 
truſting in the Lord, Let what will come of it, 
ſo Chriſt be magnified; 1 therein rejoice, yea, and 
will rejoice. As for you, Gentlemen, I here ac- 


quit you before the World, for being any ways 
55 _ privy, 
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privy, or conſenting to my Deſign 3 for you 
knew me no more than the reſt of the World : 
And I would not, for all I am worth, and a thou- 
ſand Times more, you, or your good Deſign, _ 
ſhould fare the worſe on my Account, Leave 

me to God and my ſelf, for to my own Maſter I 
fand or fall. I thank God, I am above both the 
Hopes and Fears of Man; and neither need nor 

deſire any one's Countenance or Protection: For 
Cod is my Shield, and exceeding great Reward; 

and tho? tis not unlike, that Bonds and Afﬀiitti- 
ons may abide me; yet I truſt, I can ſay with St. 

Paul, Acts xx. 24. None of theſe Things move 
me; neither count 1 my Life dear unto myſelf, ſa 
that I might finiſh my Courſe with Foy, and the 
Atiniftry which T have receiv'd of the Lord Je- 
Jus; to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of God. I 
thank you for your long Patience; and now Þ11 
diſmiſs you with that Bleſſing, which I think tru- 
ly belongs to you; Heb. xiii. 20. Now, the God 
of Peace, that brought again from the dead, the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, thro" the Blood of the m— Covenant, 
make you perfect in every good Work, to do his 
Will; working in you that which is well-pleaſing 
in his Sight, through Feſus Chriſt To whom, 
with the Father, and the Eternal Spirit, one 
2 and our God, be Glory for ever and ever. 

N. 
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